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Christian leaders call for prayer 


ANGLICAN Bishops at the last Lambeth 
Conference called for a Decade of 
Evangelism. This took up a previous call by 
the Pope for a decade of what he termed 
Evangelisation. The decade proper, as far as 
the Churches are concerned, will begin 
later in the year at the beginning of the 
, Christian year. During this decade we look 
to God to bring about a true and lasting 
spiritual awakening in our land. However, 
it is crucially important that the plans we 
make are guided and inspired by prayer. 
Only if what we do is what God has it in 
mind for us to do, will our efforts flourish 
For this reason Christian leaders of all 
denominations in Oxfordshire, Buck- 
inghamshire and Berkshire have issued a 
call for prayer. 

Prayer for the Decade 
of Evangelism 

Eternal God, Father of all. 

We commend to you those who do not know you 
and those who, knowing your love, still grieve you, 
Those who have been scandalised because of our 
distortion of the Gospel, 

Those who through weakness and apathy fail to 
respond, 

Those who in deliberate sin have turned their back 
on you. 

Have compassion O God and bring them, through 
your Son, to a saving faith in your love. 

Forgive us who betray your Gospel by lack of con- 
viction and credibility. 

Make us more courageous witnesses to your truth. 
Heavenly Father, send your Holy Spirit to renew 
us and to renew your world that all things may 
reflect your divine glory. 

We ask this in the name of your Son, our friend 
and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 



OUR 

WORK IS 
CRRINO 


MOST CLERGY WOULD LIKE THE OPPORTUNITY TO RELAX WHEN THE TIME 
COMES TO RETIRE. RUT IT IS NOT ALWAYS SO EASY . . . 


The Church of England Pensions Board offers support 
to its more elderly pensioners, including clergy widows 
and Church workers retired from the stipendiary 
ministry, who, because of age or infirmity need 
sheltered accommodation and some special care. 
This we are able to give in our 1 0 residential and nur- 
sing homes, offering security and peace of mind at 
a time of life when it is most needed, and where pro- 
blems encountered in everyday activities such as 
eating, dressing and bathing are eased by the caring 
support of our dedicated staff. 

A further home is scheduled for completion during 
1991, but in order to cope with the growing number 
of our pensioners we must continue this much need- 
ed work. 


We rely, on support from donations, deeds of cove- 
nant and legacies. 

PLEASE HELP US TO GIVE A LITTLE EXTRA CARE. 
For more details about ways to help, forms of words 
for inclusion in a will, or more information on the 
board's work, please write to: 

THE SECRETARY 

THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND PENSIONS BOARD 
Department TD 
7 Little College Street 
London SW1P 3SF 

Reg. Charity 236627 



The signatories to this prayer 

The Revd Nelson Bainbridge (United Reformed), 

Moderator of the Wessex Province 
The Right Revd John Bone (Anglican), 

Bishop of Reading 

The Right Revd Simon Burrows (Anglican), 

Bishop of Buckingham 

The Revd Roy Freestone (Baptist Union), 

General Superintendant Central Area 
The Right Revd Richard Harries (Anglican), 

Bishop of Oxford 

The Right Revd Crispian Hollis (Roman Catholic), 

Bishop of Portsmouth 

The Revd Edward Lacy (Methodist), 

Chairman Oxford and Leicester District 

The Most Revd Maurice Couve de Murville (Roman Catholic), 

Archbishop of Birmingham 

The Revd Geoffrey Reynolds (Baptist Union), 

General Superintendent Southern Area 
The Revd C. G. Rowe (Methodist), 

Chairman London {Southwest District 
The Right Revd Anthony Russell (Anglican), 

Bishop of Dorchester 

The Revd John Slow (United Reformed), 

Moderator East Midlands Province. 

• Photo by Stephen Cagnoni: Child praying at St Au- 
justine’s C of E School in Halifax, an urban priority area 
which has received support from the Church Urban Fund. 
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SIR WILLIAM BORLASE 
GRAMMAR SCHOOL 
West Street Marlow 

We invite applications for sixth form 'A' Level courses com- 
mencing September 1990 at this Co-Educational Grammar 
School . 

An open evening will be held on 5th March and details and 
a prospectus are available from the school office now. (Some 
places are also available in the main school.) 

Telephone Marlow 2256 
Tor Details 


Parish Church of St Laurence 
Winslow, Buckinghamshire 

ORGANIST and CHOIRMASTER 

required 

Excellent three manual organ. Large RSCM Guild choir. Sung 
Eucharist weekly. Rite A Evensong alternate Sundays. 
Good musical tradition. Opportunities for development. 
Apply to: 

Rev. W. F. Johnston 
The Vicarage 
Vicarage Road, Winslow 
Bucks, MK18 3BJ 


CLIVE 

WAYLAND 

ASSOCIATES 


Chartered Surveyors 

nT 



55 High Street, Waddesdon 
Bucks HP1 8 OJB 


Telephone: (0296) 658440 

For friendly advice and professional service on: 

Structural surveys RICS House Buyers Reports Estimating 

Quantity Surveying Design Services Insurance Claims 

~ Building Disputes Planning Applications 


CALDICOTT 

(Boarding and Day Boys' 
Preparatory School, IAPS) 

For September 1990 

A limited number of academic awards, up to full fees, 
is being offered to boys of high academic potential, 
currently attending State Schools, and aged between 10 
and 11 on September 1st 1990. 

Examinations: 

MONDAY-TUESDAY 
MARCH 19th/20th 1990 

Applications required by March 1st please 

Full details and application forms from: 

The Headmaster 

CALDICOTT 

Farnham Royal, Bucks SL2 3SL 

The "Melbury" Hotel 
for the Disabled 

CRANBORNE ROAD, 
SWANAGE, DORSET 
Telephone: Swanage (0929) 422477 

The Melbury Private Hotel is a delightful, friendly hotel. It is 
within easy reach of the holiday attractions at Swanage — just 
three minutes from the sea, the shops and the theatre. 

It has a pleasant dining room with an excellent standard of 
cuisine. In the three spacious lounges, colour television and bar 
facilities are available. A variety of entertainment from coach 
outings to sing-songs, bingo to theatre visits are organised. All 
bedrooms have hot and cold running water. The hotel has its 
own car park, free to guests. 

FACILITIES FOR GUESTS: 

1. Wide entrance doors on level ground. 

2. All internal doors minimum 30ft wide. 

3. Dining Room and Lounges on ground floor with access to 
ground floor toilets and bathroom. 

4. Licensed bar. 

5. Lifts for wheelchairs to First floor and second floor for more 
able guests. 

6. Bedrooms: 6 ground floor and 13 first floor rooms suitable 
for wheelchairs and disabled. Second floor bedrooms for more 
able guests. 

7. Delightful gardens and patios expressly designed for your 
enjoyment. 

8. Open all year — reduced out of seasons rates — Christmas 
and New Year festive packages a speciality. 

9. Ambulance with wheelchair lift for outings. Loaned by the 
TRANSAID TRUST. 

28th April and 5th May. Return coach pickup from Rectory 
Road, Oxford. 


A venerable day 
for John Morrison 


BUCKINGHAMSHIRE came 
to Oxford on January 13 to see 
the Revd John Morrison become 
their new Archdeacon at Christ 
Church Cathedral. 

During Evensong he was col- 
lated as Archdeacon of Buck- 
ingham by the Bishop of Oxford 
and installed in his archdeacon’s 
seat by the Dean of Christ 
Church. The Bishop of Buck- 
ingham, the Right Revd Simon 
Burrows preached and prayers 
for the new Archdeacon were 
led by the Right Revd John Bone 
Bishop of Reading. 

Until he took up his new posi- 
tion, John Morrison was team 
Rector of St Mary’s, Aylesbury, 
and Rural Dean. So it was fit- 
ting that in the packed Cathedral 
were not only his wife Angela 
and their three children but also 
friends, well-wishers, ecumeni- 
cal representatives and civic 
dignitaries from all over Buck- 
inghamshire. They included 
Timothy Raison MP for Ayles- 
bury, the Lord Lieutenant of 
Buckinghamshire and his wife, 
the Chairman and Chief Execu- 
tive of Buckinghamshire Coun- 
ty Council, and the Mayor of 
Aylesbury. 

In his sermon, the Bishop of 
Buckingham, the Right Revd 
Simon Burrows, the son of an 
archdeacon, recalled his father’s 
advice: “You can quarrel with 
the bishop, ignore the church 
council but woe betide you if 
you cross an archdeacon.” 

It was the archdeacon who 



A last minute consultation in the Cathedral before his collation and installation as Arch- 
deacon, for John Morrison (centre), the Bishop of Oxford (right) and the Bishop of 

Buckingham (left). Photo: Christopher Love 


held together the different 
strands of the Church of England, 
and at a time when the Anglican 
Church needed a deeper sense of 
loyalty from its members it was 
he who remained “quintessen- 
tially Anglican,” said Bishop 
Simon. “He is the conservor of 
tradition who also sees that to- 
day’s new development is 
tomorrow’s tradition” — and 
this was particularly true in 
Buckinghamshire where so 
much had happened ecumenical- 
ly so quickly, he said. 

Bishop Simon also paid tribute 
to the discipleship of the laity 
and clergy of the Archdeaconry, 


which was he said was due in no 
small measure to its recent ar- 
chdeacons, Francis Pratt, Derek 
Eastman and John Bone. 

After the service, John Mor- 
rison confessed that though he 
had been “frightened out of my 
life” to start with, halfway 
through he had felt an enormous 
feeling of warmth. “I felt that 
not only the Archdeaconry of 
Buckingham but the whole of 
Buckinghamshire had been af- 
firmed by the service, by the 
presence of so many people and 
by the welcome from the 
Cathedral,” he said. 

So the new Archdeacon for 


Buckingham processed out of 
the Cathedral looking much too 
youthful to be called “Vener- 
able”. No wonder perhaps that 
a chorister from St Mary’s 
Aylesbury asked his mother “Is 
Mr Morrison, really going to be 
a vulnerable?” 

In Buckinghamshire, how- 
ever, they are confident the 
Archdeaconry is in good hands 
and when the Venerable John 
Morrison slipped away from 
Christ Church to go home, he 
was greeted by a banner draped 
across an Aylesbury coach, 
which read “THE J.M. 
SPECIAL.” 


GLOBAL WINDOW 


by John Madeley 


Christians and refugees 


CHRISTIANITY has many links with 
refugees. The people of Israel were 
refugees in Egypt; so too were Mary, 
Joseph and the infant Jesus. Today there 
are around 14 million refugees in the 
world: often they leave their homes 
under heart-rending circumstances, 
forced out by war, hunger, oppression, 
fear. 

In December last year, I stood in a 
refugee “reception centre” near the 
town of Kassala, close to the Sudan- 
Ethiopian border and talked with peo- 
ple who had made a long trek from their 
homes in Ethiopia to become refugees in 
Sudan. 

Fighting between Ethiopian govern- 
ment forces and liberation fronts in 
Tigray and Eritrea has led to a steady 
stream of people taking refuge in Sudan 
over the lat 30 years. Numbers are now 
increasing because of the severe drought 
which has hit Ethiopia’s northerly pro- 
vinces — a drought which has caused 
many to lose their crops. 

At the centre new arrivals are given 
blankets and materials to build an 
emergency tent which barely allows them 


enough room to lie down. Most of those 
who arrive are women and children — 
many of their menfolk having been kill- 
ed in a war which the Ethiopian govern- 
ment maintains does not exist. 

The arrivals stay at the centre for three 
months, and then move to a “wage- 
earning settlement” where they are free 
to take a job. But jobs are difficult to 
find in a region that is desperately poor. 

To help refugees generate income of 
their own, the International Labour Of- 
fice launched a project in 1985 that treats 
refugees as a resource rather than a pro- 
blem. The project provides credit 
without collateral, to help as many 
refugees as possible start a small 
business. 

Refugees have borrowed money from 
the fund for a wide range of purposes in- 
cluding repair workshops, spinning and 
weaving, carpentry, cereal grinding, 
cheese making, sheep raising, and shoe 
making. I spoke to many people for 
whom the loans had made a substantial 
difference to their lives. 

The snag is that the project is tiny 
compared to the need. Over a five year 


period it has had little over £2 million at 
its disposal. For every 40 people that 
apply, only one is successful. Yet the pro- 
ject is an example of aid that really does 
work; it shows that, given a chance, 
refugees can bring about a big change 
in their lives. But it is sad that funds are 
too small to allow more than a few to 
receive help. 

What is also encouraging is that no one 
who seeks refuge in Sudan is turned 
away. Although Sudan’s economy is in a 
state of collapse, and the country already 
has an estimated 1.3 million refugees, the 
borders are kept open. You can imagine 
my feelings switching on the BBC World 
Service during that visit and hearing that 
Britain was removing Vietnamese 
refugees by force from Hong Kong. 

A poor country lets in everyone who 
seeks refuge; a rich country carries them 
away. This tells us a lot about wealth and 
poverty; it reminds us of the stark war- 
ning that Jesus gave the rich. It seems 
to me that unless we do all we can to help 
refugees, wherever they are, we indeed 
have a probelm, for we too are rich. 


PINGRUM 
SPECIALIST TOURS 

Box A, 1 1 Market Square, Aylesbury 
Bucks, HP20 1TJ. 

Telephone: 0296 394404 
PLEASE APPLY FOR DETAILS OF ANY TOUR: 

March 4-12: Archaeological & Botanical Tour of Sicily £410 

March 4-12: Norman Sicily £420 

March 17-27: Naturewatch to Tunisia & The Sahara Fringe £430 

Sun April 8-15: The Minoan Civilisation £388 

Wed April 8-15: The Natural History of Crete £388 

Fri Eve April 20-22: Naturewatch Lundy & Cheddar Gorge £89 

Thur April 26-30: Castle & Megaliths of Jersey £140 

Thur April 26-30: The Natural History of Jersey £140 

Mon April 30-May 4: The Natural History of Brittany £140 

April 30-May 3: Megaliths of Brittany (+Mont St Michel) £140 

April 26-May 4: Archaeological Tour of Jersey & Brittany £260 

April 26-May 4: Natural History of Jersey & Brittany £260 

Mon May 14-22: The Seven Churches of Asia £430 

May 14-22: Gallipoli Revisited £425 

May 14-29: Hittite & Neolithic Turkey £675 

' May 14-22: Birds of Lake Manyas & Western Anatolia £425 

May 14-29: The Birds and Flowers of Turkey £675 

May 28- June 12: Ancient Civilisations of Eastern Turkey £695 

June 1-4: Cuthbert’s Northumbria £130 

June 1-4: Great Gardens of the North & The Flower Festival £135 

June 9-16: Naturewatch to the Pyrenees £392 

June 23-30: Flowers, Butterflies & Birds of the Alps £385 

July 7-14: Bird watch to Orkney Islands £370 

July 14-21: Archaeology of Orkney Islands £370 

July 21-29: Archaeological & Botanical Tour of Ireland £375 


Finding it hard to 
manage on your 

pension? 

WE NOW HAVE GC)OD NEWS FOR ANYBODY AGED 55 
AND OVER WHO OWN THEIR OWN HOUSE OR FLAT 
I Minimum value £ 30,000 ) 

We have several schemes available for the retired home 
owner, wishing to improve their income. 

A cash lump sum can be taken as well as a monthly payment. 
A facility for yearly increases can be built into these schemes. 

For further details please telephone (0227) 277906 
If you wish, plese return the coupon below for a quotation 
without any obligation. 

EMMETT JONES & CO 
CHESTER HOUSE. 2 OXFORD STREET 
WHITSTABLE. KENT CT5 1DD 
An appointed representative of DBS Management PLC 

Name 

Address . 


Tel No... 

Your age/ages 

Approx value of your property. 


Consumer Credit Licence No 228816 
An independent financial adviser 
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Newman 


Children show the way 




on a Sunday 


THE debate over the future of 
Turville School’s redundant 
buildings has become a national 
issue. The Revd Paul Nicholson. 
Vicar of Turville appeared on 
radio 4’s Sunday programme on 
January 21 to defend the plan for 
their community use. The in- 
novative scheme was an exten- 
sion of the founders’ original 
educational purpose he said. 

In any case it was pointless to 
sell off redundant schools and 
use the money elsewhere when 
lack of Government funding 
ment that dioceses were often 
spending 100 per cent on aided 
schools instead of the agreed 15 
per cent and there was a real 


chance that their money would 
run out, he said. 


He was supported by Lord 
Denning, a former Master of the 
Rolls, whose own church school 
in Whitchurch in Hampshire 
was sold in 1979. “I don’t see 
any justification whatever for 
the diocese authorities taking the 
funds of Whitchurch or any 
other parish and using it for their 
schools in the great cities,” 
Lord Denning said. 

The case for recycling money 
from redundant church schools 
in order to build and maintain 
new ones was put by the Revd 


Tony Williamson, Director of 
Education for the Diocese of 
Oxford who said this was an 
essential part of the 1944 educa- 
tion Act. “If people want this 
system changed then they must 
change the law itself.” 
Geoffrey Duncan, a member 
of the General Synod Board of 
Education agreed with him. The 
system was right ‘‘educational-, 
ly, legally and morally” and 
without it many church schools 
in urban areas would not survive 
he said”. He also added that he 
had very little hard evidence that 
dioceses were paying much 
more than their 15 per cent con- 
tribution. 


Parishes warned on 


HISTORY was made on November 25, when standing orders 
were suspended to allow a group of children from St George’s 
Church, Britwell, to lead the worship at the opening of the Ox- 
ford Diocesan Synod before the opening of a debate on Children 
in the Way. The children, who were all members of St George’s 
Choir, Sunday School or servers, were accompanied by (left to 
right in the picture above) Mrs Anne Faulkner, Parish Develop- 
ment Adviser for Buckinghamshire, Mrs Cheryl Philips, mother 
of one of the children and Charles Notley (far right), a member 
of the choir. 

Their vicar, the Revd Peter Faulkner, called on the Diocesan 
Synod to take the Church of England’s Children in the Way 
report seriously. He described it as “a major prophetic call to 
our Church, which presents us with challenge, inspiration and 
vision. If the Diocese takes it to heart there will never again be 
a delay in the appointment of a children’s officer, or a great 
event like the consecration of a bishop, which does not involve 
children.” 

Children were also the subject of a debate when a private 
member’s motion from the' Revd Paul Nicholson of Turville 
questioned the decision of the Diocesan Council of Education 
(Schools) Committee to sell Turville School. His call for support 
of the Turville Working Party’s plan to use the school land and 
buildings for an Environmental Study Centre, summer holiday 
centre for children from London and a residential centre for 
Christian studies and for continued use by the local Church and 
community was carried by one vote. His suggestion that the 
Synod should ask the committee to bring a budget and finan- 
cial plan covering the spending of money raised from the sale 
of schools, the building of new schools and the repair and 
maintenance of the old ones was carried by a substantial 
majority. 

Russian church visit 

A DELEGATION, including a priest, from the Holy Russia Or- 
thodox Church arrived in England on January 22 on a seven-day 
visit to the Church of England. 


unlawful alterations 


Centenary 

IT is a hundred years since John 
Henry Newman died, and the 
centenary year is being marked 
by a long programme of events 
which began with a lecture in the 
Examination Schools in Oxford 
on “Newman the Man” by 
Lord St John of Fawsley. 

It was the first of a series, and 
other speakers will include the 
Archbishop of Hobart, Revd 
Professor Henry Chadwick, and 
A. N. Wilson. 

On March 6 at 8pm the Ar- 
chbishop of Canterbury will be 
the preacher at an ecumenical 
service at the University Church 
of St Mary the Virgin where 
Newman resigned as Vicar in 
1843 to become a Roman 
Catholic two years later. 

Get rolling 

NEW church electoral rolls are 
being prepared this year. 

The electoral roll in each 
parish is the list of those entitled 
to vote at their church’s Annual 
Meeting and to stand for elec- 
tion to the PCC. People on it can 
also vote for members of 
Deanery Synods who in turn 
elect members to the General 
Synod. 

The Department of Parish 
Resources has produced a leaflet 
setting out guidelines to 
elegibility, rights and respon- 
sibilities for those applying to be 
on the new electoral rolls. 
Copies are available from 
Church House, North Hinksey, 
Oxford 0X2 ONB, at £1 .50 per 
100 . 

Gifts for Mama 

CHILDREN’S Gift Day this 
year will take place on Saturday, 
May 5, at Dorchester Abbey. 
The theme is “Mama Nutri- 
tion”, a primary health care 
project in Masai, Southern Tan- 
zania, in which the Anglican 
Church is co-operating with the 
State to help women to help 
themselves. 


David’s honour 

A SPECIAL award for “his 
outstanding contribution in 
the field of religious broad- 
casting” has been presented to 
the Revd David Winter. 

David Winter, who is the 
Bishop of Oxford’s Officer for 
Evangelism, is also Priest-in- 
Charge of Ducklington. 

He joined the BBC in 1987 
to produce their Sunday pro- 
gramme and from 1987 until 
1989 was head of Religious 
Broadcasting (Radio and 
Television). He has also writ- 
ten numerous books including 
the Battered Bride, a picture of 
the Church in Britain. 


They were met by the Rt Revd 
Richard Harries, Bishop of Ox- 
ford, who visited Russia last 
November. Their programme 
included a reception at Lambeth 
Palace and a three-day visit to 
Oxford. 

In Oxford they were schedul- 
ed to go to Evensong at Christ 
Church Cathedral, visit the John 
Radcliffe Hospital, and attend a 
Christian Unity service at St 
Michael’s Church, Abingdon. 

The group will be based at the 
Convent of The Incarnation, 
Fairacres in Oxford. They are 
here mainly to learn about 
ministries such as hospital 
chaplaincy which they are 
beginning to develop since 
glasnost. 


A STERN warning has been 
issued to clergy, churchwardens 
and parishes that they risk los- 
ing the Church of England’s ex- 
emption from state planning 
control, if they act illegally by 
disregarding the Church’s own 
planning procedure. 

The warning was given by the 
Chancellor of the Diocese of 
Oxford, Peter Boy dell QC, in a 
judgement at the end of a con- 
sistory court held in Yamton 
Church after an organ had been 
installed and an experimental 
altar erected without the 
necessary permission from the 
Diocese. Chancellor Boy dell 


CARTERTON is to have a 
new church. Their parish 
church of St John the 
Evangelist is bursting at the 
seams because it was built for 
a town of 4,000 people. To- 
day, this mushrooming town 
near Brize Norton in West Ox- 
fordshire is more than three 
times that size and is likely to 
have a population of 20,000 by 
the end of the century. 

“We not only need more 
room for the Sunday con- 
gregation, but also for our 
work with children and young 
people. We also need extra 
space for occasions such as 
Remembrance Sunday and 
Christmas when we cannot fit 
in all who would like to 
come,” says the Vicar, the 
Revd Roger Humphreys. 

The present building was 
designed as a multi-use hall- 
church and during the week it 
is used by a playgroup as well 
as for exhibitions, a slimming 
club and a blood-donation cen- 


said that the misconduct 
“demonstrates that some 
parishes still do not appreciate 
the enormous benefits which 
they enjoy by reason of the ex- 
emption from the listed 
buildings provision of the Town 
and Country Planning Act, 
1971. 

“Such exemption was granted 
by Parliament on the sole 
ground that — as urged by the 
Church — the faculty jurisdic- 
tion provided an even more 
rigorous system of control of 
alterations to listed ecclesiastical 
buildings than would be provid- 
ed by the secular legislation. 


tre. “Geographically, our 
building is at the centre of the 
town, and we want the church 
to be at the heart of our com- 
munity’s life,” Roger Hum- 
phreys says. 

The total cost is likely to 
be at least £500,000. The 
Diocese has promised “a 
substantial sum” and the rest 
will be raised in a major fund- 
raising campaign starting in 
the spring. Building work is 
planned to begin in the 
summer. 

The imaginative plans for 
the expansion of the existing 
building drawn up by Peter 
Gilbert-Scott will double its 
size. They will provide not on- 
ly an enlarged flexible worship 
area with seating for up to 
400, but also four Sunday 
school rooms for the growing 
number of children who at- 
tend, new facilities for com- 
munity activities, a small 
chapel open at all times and 
new offices. 


Such exemption will continue, 
however, only for so long as 
parishes meticulously comply 
with the requirements of the 
faculty jurisdiction. ’ ’ 

The Chancellor did, however, 
grant retrospective permission 
for the installation of the new 
organ. He also gave his permis- 
sion for an extended experiment 
for a nave altar, adding that the 
final permission would not be 
given until every member of the 
electoral roll had been consulted 
by letter and a further consistory 
court held later this year. 

He also added that “if the 
Church were to lose the ec- 
clesiastical exemption, its loss 
would be the consequence of the 
unlawful conduct of such 
parishes as Yamton”. 
Consistory courts sit only rare- 
ly. They are the forums in which 
the Chancellor of the Diocese 
decides legal Church matters. 

Of rural 
ministry 

THE Right Revd Anthony 
Russell, Bishop of Dorchester, 
will be leading the English 
ecumenical delegation to an in- 
ternational conference on rural 
ministry in the United States this 
month. 

He is to give two keynote lec- 
tures at the conference in 
Bangor, Maine, and it is hoped 
that the initiative, which is sup- 
ported by the Kellogg Founda- 
tion, will result in the setting up 
of a permanent international 
conference of the affairs of the 
Church in rural areas. 

Before his visit to Bangor he 
is visiting Ontario in Canada, 
where he will give lectures at a 
number of gatherings of rural 
Church leaders. 


Carterton expands 
into a new church 



WORD PROCESSING VDU OPERATING 

and PROGRAMMING COURSES 

Absolute beginners welcome 

(0628) 24729 


Jane Coates Associates Ltd, Maidenhead 



b)Aanor Nursing Home 

Long/short stay accommodation and Day Care facilities are available, with superb food and 
special diets prepared by our excellent chef. For further details please contact: 

Mrs Abbis, SRN, QIDN 
Halings Lane, Denham, Bucks UB9 5DQ 

Denham (0895) 834470 


THE FELLOWSHIP OF 
CHRISTIAN WRITERS 

binds together all who have an interest in good communication 
in the name of Christ, amateur and professional, published and 
unpublished. 

Twice yearly London writers' days. 

Regional workshops. Quarterly Newsletter. 
Competitions. Ms criticism. 

Subscription £5. 

Hon. Sec. Mrs Janet Hall 

151 A Bedford Road. Marston Morteyne, Beds MK43 OLD 


ALLAN WARDLE mbhi 

All types of clock restoration and 
repair , including dial and case repairs. 

Specialising in Longcase ( Grandfather ) 

Carriage and Striking clocks 

Collection and delivery available. 

Ickford (08447) 445 

(Two miles from Junction 7 on M40) 

Chapel Cottage , Sheldon Road 
Ickford , Nr Aylesbury 
Bucks , HP18 9HY 


A CAREER IN 
SAFES WITH 
BARCLAYS EIFE 


Are you competitive, ambitious, and determined 
to work hard to achieve your ambitions? 

Are you looking for an opportunity — a change of 
direction? 

Barclays Life is a wholly owned subsidiary of 
Barclays Bank and we are currently marketing a 
wide range of Life Assurance, Pensions and 
Investment Plans. 

If you are: • 25-55 years of age 

• Educated to a good 
standard 

• Holding a current driving 
licence 


We can offer you: 


• Comprehensive training 

• Continual support and 
backup 

• Opportunities for personal 
growth and development 

• An excellent earnings 
package includi ng a s tarting 
salary 


Interested? 

Then call Ian Couper on 
(0734) 503989 


+ + y owze 


zenez off 
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o The 

Samaritans 


WE NEED VOLUNTEERS 
COULD YOU BE ONE 

Ordinary people who care for the 
Desperate, Lonely, Suicidal. ) 

Amersham 432000. Banbury 270000. 

Bracknell 55556. Newbury 42452. 

oxford 722122. 

Beading 505505. 

Slough 31011 


Always there at the end ol the line 


MIRROR WARDROBES 



Makes Rooms Feel Bigger & Brighter 


♦ Free design, quotation 
by experienced fitter 

- 500 installations to date 

♦ Made to measure 


♦ Free leaflet, price 
list, information pack 

♦ High quality wide 
sliding doors 


CLASSIC gjggg 04882417 



S0MEBSET 
SUHVIVAL 

Adventure mining 

ADVENTURE 

WEEKENDS 

from £45.00 

Includes: 

ABSEILING ★ CAVING ★ SURVIVAL 
NAVIGATION * HORSE RIDING 

Discounts for Organised Parties 

For further information contact: 

SOMERSET SURVIVAL 

11 Brines Orchard, Templecombe, 
Somerset BA8 OJL 

TEL: (0963) 70969 

(24 hours ) 


VERY SHELTERED HOUSING 
LEIGHTON PARK, READING 


EMMBROOK COURT 

“ Security and safety in a beautiful setting” 

An increasing number of older people are finding it difficult to 
manage their own homes, but do not wish to surrender their in- 
dependence. The concept of very Sheltered Housing has been 
developed by Retirement Security Ltd to give people full in- 
dependence but also sufficient services to enable them to stay in- 
dependent for the whole of their lives. 

Emmbrook Court has been designed to provide self-contained ac- 
commodation with a housekeeping service on the premises and on 
call 24 hours per day every day of the year. Individual domestic 
help is provided. 

There is a choice of apartments each with sitting room, kitchen, 
bathroom and one or two bedrooms, together with the use of a com- 
mon lounge and dining room and other facilities. 

Emmbrook Court is perfectly situated in a beautiful setting (Leighton 
Park) and close to shops and public transport. 

The Company has already established an impressive reputation in 
the field of sheltered housing. 

Saxon Court, one of our developments in Hove, was reported on 
the BBC Today Morning programme as being one of the best 
examples of good practice amongst sheltered housing schemes. 

Fuiiher details and a brochure available from: 

PRICES FROM £98,500 

Mr L. Klein 
Regional Director 
Retirement Security Ltd 
15 Boult Street 
Reading, RG1 4RD 
Tel: (0734) 503745 
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• Photos from the TV screen by Frank Blackwell 


Marlow round the world 


N EW Year’s Eve 1989 was a special 
occasion for the Diocese. Not only 
did the last BBC television Songs of 
Praise of the eighties came from All Saints, 
Marlow, but in it the church was the focal 
point for a three-way global link up with 
a New York church and a group of Maori 
Christians in New Zealand. Also seen in 
the programme was film of the inside of 
St Michael and All Angels, Hughenden, 
which was used as a setting for the St 
Philip’s Boy’s Choir from Norbury. 

There were greetings from the Revd Dr 
James Forbes in New York and the Revd 
Gordon Kao in New Zealand. The Bishop 
of Oxford in Marlow spoke of his recent 
visit to Russia, and said that though Eastern 
Europe needed our prayers, on the whole 
he felt “wonderfully hopeful’’. 

Episcopal exports 

Oxford must have more bishops per 
square mile than any other diocese. Many 
of them are retired, but most continue to 
lead a very unretired life. Now it seems the 
Diocese is exporting bishops too. 

Just after the December issue went to 
press we learned that Canon Robin Smith, 
Team Rector of Great Chesham, was to be 
the new Suffragan Bishop of Hertford in 
the Diocese of St Albans. He became 
chaplain of Lee Abbey in 1967 before mov- 
ing to become Vicar of St Mary’s, 


Chesham in 1972, Team Rector in 1980 
and Honorary Canon of Christ Church in 
1988. He will be consecrated in St Alban’s 
Cathedral on January 25 by the Archbishop 
of Canterbury. 

The first woman to be elected a diocesan 
bishop of the Anglican Communion also 
comes from our Diocese. She is the Revd 
Dr Penny Jamieson who was bom at Chal- 
font St Peter, Buckinghamshire, and 
educated at St Mary’s School, Gerrards 
Cross, and High Wycombe High School. 
In 1964 she married a New Zealander and 
moved with him to New Zealand. Her elec- 
tion as the seventh Bishop of Dunedin took 
place quiedy. We hear that she allowed her 
name to go forward because she believed 
that it was timeiwomen were considered. 
However in such a “conservative’’ diocese 
she was surprised one was elected so soon! 
Among the first candidates she will priest 
will be Helene Mann, formerly of Kid- 
lington, who started ordination training on 
the Oxford NSM course before moving 
with her husband to New Zealand two 
years ago. 

Camels for Kenya 

It may be a long way from the green 
fields of Buckinghamshire to the arid plains 
of Africa, but not for St Mary Magdalene’s 
at Shabbington. They have been helping to 
break the famine cycle by providing camels 


for small herdsmen and farmers in Kenya 
and elsewhere. Early last year David 
Campbell from Farm Africa, who lives at 
Quainton, came to talk about the project 
and last autumn the parish handed him a 
cheque for £370, enough to buy three 
camels. 

Apparently £115 buys one camel, and 
£500-£800 can provide a family with a 
small mixed herd of male and female goats 
and camels. If any parish is interested, con- 
tact Farm Africa (01-629 1818) or Jim Ped- 
dell at Church House (0865 244566). 

DOOR Stop 

Events such as John Morrison’s collation 
as Archdeacon are, as someone said, the 
Church of England at her best. However, 
it’s comforting to know that even the best- 
run households have their occasional hic- 
cup. Nobody realised that John needed to 
resign from the Benefice of St Mary’s, 
Aylesbury before he could become an arch- 
deacon. 

The Registrar, Frank Robson, was forc- 
ed to forgo his Saturday afternoon with Ox- 
ford United, and instead there was a certain 
amount of hasty paper-shuffling and sign- 
ing in the Cathedral Vestry, just before the 
service. Of such sniff are the nicest occa- 
sions always made. 


NEW CONCEPT IN 
HOMES FOR 
RETIREMENT 

Emmbrook Court is the first example in Reading of private very 
sheltered housing. 

The concept of sheltered housing is widely understood, but its great 
drawback is that it is only suitable for active people, with the ex- 
pectation that they will have to move to a nursing home if they become 
frail. 

The idea of very sheltered housing is that it enabled disabled and 
retired people to retain their independence for the whole of their 
lives. This is achieved by the design of the building, so that for in- 
stance, there is no necessity to climb a single step anywhere in the 
building and the services, which are much more extensive than 
anything comparable. 

There are three full-time housekeepers and private domestic help. 
The development also incorporates a dining room where meals are 
available on request at modest prices, as all the services are run at 
cost. 

In the circumstances it is hardly surprising that many of the apart- 
ments have already been reserved and Retirement Security confidently 
expect that most of the 46 apartments will be sold when the building 
is ready for occupation in June 1990. 

Details of the apartments can be obtained from Lawrence Klein, 
the regional director of Retirement Security Ltd, whose office 
is at 15 Boult Street, Reading, RG1 4RD. (Telephone: Reading 
503745). 


MILL VIEW 

M group Holiday in Cornwall 

Situated on the Lizard Peninsula, 
Mill View is a specially designed 
holiday home for disabled people. 
There are plenty of interesting 
places to visit or sandy coves for 
just relaxing. 

The theme of Mill View is a home- 
ly atmosphere with flexibility. 
For a comprehensive brochure 
please telephone: 

Rosemarie Bennet 

Telephone: (0326) 290467 


"THE BIARRITZ HOTEL" 

ST BRELADE'S BAY, JERSEY, C.l. 
FIRST REGISTER NON-LICENSED 

1990 Season: April 6-October 21 

* Banish winter blues with a spring holiday a" the internationally acclaimed Biarritz Methodist 
Hotel. 

* Situated in the beautiful bay of St Brelade with private access to the beach 

* Unsurpassed value in Christian hospitality. 

* Special programme of entertainment (for those wishing to participate) on most days and 
evenings. 

* Discounts for senior citizens during low season periods. April 6-May 10. and September 
28 October 21. 

* Savinas for all through combined accommodation/air travel from most UK airports 

* Enquiries welcomed from organisers of Conferences and Church/Fellowship groups when 
special inclusive rates can be negotiated. 

Write or telephone now for furhter details: 

Telephone: 0534 42239 or 0534 45506 

Please note: Ansaphone may be in operation after 6pm on weekdays and at weekends 
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How to prepare for the 
Decade of Evangelism 


Michael Nazir-Aii, the new 
General Secretary of the Church Mis- 
sionary Society talks to the Editor 
about the background to the Decade , 
and explains exactly what it is and 
how it could transform the life of every 
Christian and every congregation 



FOR many years now, Chris- 
tians from different traditions 
have been thinking about mark- 
ing the end of the second millenium. 
The Pope, for example, has called for 
a Decade of Evangelisation which will 
culminate in a great celebration in the 
year 2000. Then those belonging to 
the charismatic churches, whether 
Pentecostal or mainstream, have also 
got a programme — called AD 2000. 

It was in the context, the v n, of this 
thinking that the Bishops of the 
Anglican Communion in different 
parts of the world gathered together 
at Lambeth — called the Churches of 
the Anglican Communion to a Decade 
ofEvangelism.lt is world-wide in the 
sense that the Bishops of the Anglican 
Communion have called for it, but it’s 
also world-wide in a wider sense 
because other Christian traditions are 
also involved. 

There are varying interpretations 
about whether the Decade starts in late 
1990 or early in 1991. At some time 
this year I believe the Archbishop of 
Canterbury will make a statement 
about it, and perhaps this will be 
regarded as the starting point. The 
Anglican Consultative Council now 
has an officer, to organise and co- 
ordinate thinking about the Decade. He 
is Bob Reynolds, from the Episcopal 
Church of the USA. 

I myself was recently at a meeting 
to discuss the production of audio- 
visual material, and no doubt there 
will be other things. But there is also 
a great deal of thinking going on at 
more provincial or local levels. For 
example, the Dioceses of Sabah and 
Singapore are organising a Congress 
on Evangelism this year. In the Pro- 
vince of Nigeria they are inaugurating 
nine missionary dioceses, and the hope 
is that by the end of the decade these 
dioceses will be self-sufficient. 

Neighbours 

The word Evangelism is closely 
related to the word “Evangel”, which 
means Gospel. It really means, I sup- 
pose, the proclamation of Christ and 
of his salvation in the way in which 
Christians live, in what they do and 
in what they say. All three are impor- 
tant and have to be held together. One 
without the other makes the proclama- 
tion less whole. There is a sense in 
which we can say that everything the 
Church does ought to have an 
evangelistic dimension. The work of 
Mother Theresa on the streets of 
Calcutta, for example, is a positive act 
of witness, as well as of service, and 
if a Malcom Muggeridge can be con- 
verted by that act, well that is 
evangelism. On the other hand, peo- 
ple must arrive at a stage in their rela- 
tionships with their community, with 
their neighbours and with people in 
their family, when they can say quite 
naturally: “This is what Christ has 
done for me, and I want to share it 
with you.” 

I also think of evangelism as 
educative, in the sense that education 


is properly a drawing out of people 
what is already there. We are told in 
the first chapter of St John’s Gospel, 
for example, that the word about to 
become incarnate in Jesus is the same 
eternal word of God who has il- 
luminated all human beings. This 
means that not only are human beings 
made in the image of God, but that 
they are given a certain awareness that 
they are. 

Now, of course, we all know that 
this awareness in all of us is obscured 
by sin. The proclamation of the Gospel 
in service and witness does away with 
that obscuring by sin, and makes clear 
again the illumination that is already 
there. The medieval mystics, both 
Christian and Muslim, use the 
metaphor of the rusty metal mirror be- 
ing polished up so that it could reflect 
God again, and I think that’s quite a 
good picture for evangelism. So we 
are not doing something that God has 
not already done. All we are doing is 
making the work of God plain, and 
clear, and renewed. 

Preparation 

I think the Holy Spirit is working 
in the Church and in the world, and 
there is a great deal of spiritual search 
going on among human beings, not 
only Christians. It is right for Chris- 
tians to be part of this: to affirm 
whatever is true in it and to point to 
the true source of it v 

Now, in relation to' people of other 
faiths and those without any kind of 
faith: the World Council of Churches 
thought about this a few years ago, and 
said that there were at least four 
reasons why all people, including 
those of other faiths, need evangelisa- 
tion. First, all human beings needed 
repentance that the proclamation of the 
Gospel brings about. Secondly, the 
Gospel fulfilled all authentic spiritual 
aspirations and hopes that people 
have. Thirdly, it made explicit what 
is implicit in people. Fourthly, it 
brought people comfort and assurance 
of God’s love for them. 

Now I think we can do all of these 
things without in any way being 
disrespectful to people’s religious 
traditions. In fact, those people from 
other faiths who respond to a sharing 
of the Gospel almost never reject 
wholesale what has been their 
previous religious experience. On the 
whole, they see it as a fulfilment of 
what has gone before. 

I am hesitant to make any sort of 
comments on the English situation, but 
I would just say that I am sure that the 
key to evangelisation in the United 
Kingdom, in England, has to do with 
the rebuilding of Community. The 
Church must engage in community 
building in a situation where there is 
widespread alienation and loneliness, 
because if the Gospel is to be shared 
there must be a common language 
must there not? All missionaries know 
that. 

I may be wrong, but my judgement 
is that most congregations are not 


prepared at this time to carry forward 
the programme for the Decade of 
Evangelism and that there is a great 
need for preparation. What we need, 

I think, is a period — maybe the first 
three or four years of the Decade — 
when the whole congregation is 
prepared for making an impact on the 
community in which they live in terms 
of service, community building exer- 
cises, friendship and hospitality, and 
I’m glad to see that David Winter, Ox- 
ford Diocesan Officer for Evangelism, 
is already thinking in those terms. 
Then, perhaps, when the worshipping 
community has been strengthened, it 
cn go out and do those things. 

I think it is not unfair to say that 
most congregations also need 
teaching. I am quite shocked 
sometimes when I find that the level 
of simple knowledge of Christian faith 
is very sketchy, and if you don’t 
have that how are you going to share 
it? 

Then, we need to identify culturally- 
appropriate ways of evangelism. I 
went with the Archbishop of Nigeria 
to villages in Nigeria when we carried 
out personally what you might call 
street evangelism, and it worked 
perfectly in the Nigerian context 
because people would gather in the lit- 
tle village square and there would be 
singing, and reading the Bible, and 
dialogue prayer and so on. But equal- 
ly, I recognise for reasons of climate 
and culture that this is not an option 
in Britain. 

But people in Britain need to be 
challenged, too. You don’t want to go 
out in the street. You don’t want to 
knock on doors. Fine, but how about 
offering hospitality and asking people 
into your home? You can have books 
available, or very attractive audio-’ 
visual material which people will en- 
joy watching whether they accept the 
message or not. 

Then, I think that each church needs 
to conduct an audit of the plethora of 
activity that goes on in every parish, 
and to ask: “Why are we doing it? Are 
we doing it for Christ? What is the 
Christian content of this activity?” — 
whatever it is, even if it is a jumble 
sale. The playgroup, for instance, can 
be a vital point of contact between the 
Church and people who are not other- 
wise interested. 

Hospitality 

I was in an Australian parish a few 
months ago, and I went to the 
playgroup which had been transform- 
ed in terms of the significance of the 
Church by the fact that two or three 
mothers who are totally committed to 
the Church go there regularly. They 
have drawn in mothers who are in 
special need — maybe because they 
are single parents, or are the wives of 
husbands who are away a lot — and 
their interest in this group has provid- 
ed a bridge to the worshipping con- 
gregation. There is nothing forced 
about it, but there is a regular stream 


of people coming from the playgroup 
into the worshipping congregation. 

Last spring, I attended the 
Australian House of Bishops, and an 
elderly Bishop schooled in the 
Catholic tradition of Anglicanism got 
up and said that he had been set all on 
fire for the Decade of Evangelism, not 
at the Lambeth Conference but on his 
way back to Australia. He went via 
America, and from Washington Air- 
port he took a cab into the town cen- 
tre and got into conversation with the 
driver who was a black American. 
They were both about the same age so 
they talked about their grandchildren, 
and very naturally the cab driver led 
the conversation round to questions of 
faith. 

He asked the Bishop, who was not 
in episcopal dress, whether he had any 
faith, and shared in a very open but 
sensitive way his own faith and his 
hope for his grandchildren. In the end, 
the Bishop was left with the impres- 
sion that here was this lay Christian, 
not wealthy or privileged, not trained 
in any particular way and certainly not 
a clergyman, who was doing what 
every Christian ought to do — and the 
question that he was left with was: 
“Why do I shrink from it?” So now 
his programme for his diocese is to 


enable the clergy and other leaders in- 
cluding himself to be able to do what 
they are asking of others . 

Evangelism is not the whole of 
Christian life, because there is prayer, 
the regular reception of the Sacrament, 
reading the Bible and listening to God 
speaking through that. But I would 
hope thaLby the end of the Decade, 
evangelism, that is to say a particular 
sharing of the Gospel through what 
we do and say, will become a recog- 
nised part of the life of every 
Christian and every con- 
gregation. S 

Bishop Michael Nazir-Ali is the new 
General Secretary of the Church Mis- 
sionary Society , Britain's largest mis- 
sionary society. He is also a director of 
the Oxford Centre for Mission Studies and 
until recently was based in Oxford. Bishop 
Michael is the Secretary to the Archbishop 
of Canterbury *s Commission on Commu- 
nion and Women in the Episcopate (the 
so-called Eames Commission) and was 
Assistant to the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, Co-ordinator of Studies and Editor 
for the 1988 Lambeth Conference. He 
holds both British and Pakistani citizen- 
ship and from 1984-1986 was Bishop of 
Raiwind. His many publications include 
Frontiers in Christian-Muslim encounter 
(1987). 



GORING CHAMBER CHOIR 

requires a 

CONDUCTOR 

From September. Salary negotiable. 

Social choir of 40 mixed voices. 

Details from Mrs J. Hensley, 

The Cottage, Lime Tree Road, 
Goring-on-Thames, RG8 9EY. 

Tel: 0491 872344 


NEW ALTAR TABLE? 
MEMORIAL LECTERN? 

Oxford cabinet maker will design and make 
all sorts of church furniture to 
your requirements. 

John Milnes 

Brook House, Brook Street 
Oxford 0X1 4LQ 
Tel: (0865) 790787 (day) 

Tel: (0865) 245751 (ev/wk end) 





94 Southview Avenue, 
Caversham, Reading, 
Berks. RG4 0BB 
Tel: (0734) 471122 


ROOFING 


THE COMPLETE ROOFING SERVICE 

FLAT ROOFING PROBLEMS? 

A typical 12ft x 12ft roof can cost as little as £197 00 which includes: 

★ All your existing roof removed ★ A brand new three layer built-up felt 
roofing system fixed, with a mineral finish — to the full British Standard 
it A full ten year guarantee against leakage (without all that small print) 

★ Quality workmanship — next to none ★ A full detailed quotation — 
without obligation. 

slipin’ and a slidin’ . . . 

SLATE & TILE REPAIRS 

We also specialise in slate and tile repairs — guttering and general roofing 
maintenance. Again we are not afraid to quote you some prices. For in- 
stance on a terraced house replacing or re-fixing up to 15 slates is a fixed 
price of only £47.50 inclusive. 

WE ALWAYS REMEMBER OUR BEST 
INTEREST LIES IN YOUR BEST INTEREST 

TEL: READING 471122 

VAT registration number: 438 2729 31 


IS Holloway’s 0 

THE LOCAL FURNITURE AND 
FINE ART AUCTIONEERS WITH A 
NATIONAL REPUTATION 

A Professional Service from complete contents 
to a single item — Valuations — Free 
Pre-Sale Advice 

49 PARSONS STREET, BANBURY 
: OXON OX16 PF: TEL: (0295) 253197 

STREATLEY, BERKS TEL: (0491) 872318 


THE NEWMAN-MOWBRAY 
BOOKSHOP 

87 St Aldate, Oxford 0X1 1 RB 
Tel: 244654 

Christian Books, Cards, Crucifixes, etc. Candles, 
Communion Wine, Altar Breads, 

Church Stationery. 
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From the Bishop 
of Dorchester 


Lent: the discernment of 
the Divine presence 


THE holiday season comes 
early in Oxfordshire, if indeed 
it ever stops. No doubt this 
year, at the beginning of the 
Decade of Evangelism, 
anxious preachers will be on 
the look-out to see if the 
Bishop of Taunton is seated in 
the congregation. For it was he 
who described two sermons he 
heard on holiday last summer 
as “a disgrace”. 

At least those called to the 
privilege of preaching and 
those who listen can agree on 
the difficulty of the task, at a 
time when the very word 
“preach” is usually spoken in 
a derogatory tone. 

Two sermons heard recent- 
ly could hardly have been 
more different: The first was 
firmly based on Biblical foun- 
dations, well constructed, full 
of appropriate examples and 
apposite contemporary 
references and delivered with 
great gusto; the second was a 
restrained and unhurried 
meditation on the Gospel for 
the day, which made few con- 
cessions to those who lacked 
good hearing or a classical 
education. 

But, by the only canon of 
judgement that matters, both 
succeeded because both com- 
municated something of the 
reality and the goodwill of God 
and the faithfulness of the 
preacher. Both helped those 
who listened to know, love and 
worship God. 

Discussions about preaching 
inevitably centre on the 
qualities of the preacher, but 
thought ought also to be given 
to the responsibilities of the 
listener. Much of the Gospel 
story is about the way in which 
different people listened and 
responded to the Word of 
God. Then, as now, as one 
carol has recently reminded 
us, “the heedless world slept 
on”. 

Listening is not a matter of 
passive receptivity. It requires 
expectancy; a sense that we 
will hear something that will 
renew and transform our 
lives. It requires attentiveness 
and reflectiveness. “And 
Mary kept all these things and 




pondered them in her heart”. 
It requires response; for we 
have not truly heard if we do 
not respond to what we have 
heard. In almost all ancient 
languages the roots of the 
word obedience lie in the verb 
“to hear”. 

A decade of anything may 
seem like a long time; will it 
not run out of steam well 
before the year 2000? But, 
perhaps, it is good to be 
reminded that the work of 
evangelism, the work of mak- 
ing Christ knowable, of which 
preaching is but a small part, 
is often a long term enterprise. 
Many of the seeds sow n are a 
good time in germination. 

Above all, we need to be 
reminded that the mission of 
the Church belongs in the first 
place to Christ. We are called 
to place ourselves in the cen- 
tre of his loving purposes, not 
just for mankind but for the 
whole of his creation. During 
Lent, many churches will be 
considering this matter in the 
light of the Decade for 
Evangelism. 

The place to which we need 
to direct our attention at first 
is not the “heedless world” 
but ourselves; for the Church 
is called not to success 
(whatever that might mean) 
but to faithfulness. 

It is that faithfulness that 
Christ will use in his work of 
evangelism. 


SPACE FOR PRAYER 


Almighty God, whose Son Jesus Christ fasted forty days in the 
wilderness, and was tempted as we are, yet without sin: give us 
grace to discipline ourselves in obedience to your Spirit; and, as 
you know our weakness, so may we know your power to save; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Collect for the first Sunday in Lent (ASB). 

Your prayers are asked for the following: 

The Venerable John Morrison and his family. 

Canon Robin Smith (from Jan 25 Bishop of Hertford) and his 
family. 

Terry Waite and his family. 

The Diocesan Church Urban Fund appeal. 



“The third Station of the Cross, Jesus falls the first 
time” — one of 14 illustrations from Behold the Man , 
a poetic sequence in contemplation of The Stations of 
the Cross by Derek Bourne-Jones (Downlander 
Publishing, 88 Oxendean Gardens, Lower Willingdon, 
Eastbourne, E. Sussex BN22 ORS, 1990, £2.95). 


THE Divine Presence is 
everywhere: 

If we seek it, we shall find 

beauty 

If we follow it, we shall know 

love 

If we share it, we shall bring 

healing. 

TO love and to suffer. So often 
we do not find ourselves seek- 
ing, following and sharing. 
Judgment and opportunity come 
then in the form of crisis, 
upheaval, disquiet. Pain seems 
to be crucial to self-knowledge 
and to discipleship. It is, 
perhaps, a pilgrimage in its own 
right, this ache of longing for 
wholeness, for outer and inner 
peace, for right relationship. 

Then why has the contem- 
porary Church forfeited the 
discipline of the Lenten journey? 
Is it because we have succumb- 
ed to the temptation to throw out 
the baby of spiritual tradition 
with the bathwater of ec- 
clesiastical anomalies? 
Whatever the reason, we are 
bankrupt in our churches if we 
turn our backs on the narrow 
way of ascesis, spiritual strug- 
gle, self-discipline. 

“Life is difficult”, as M. 
Scott Peck affirms in the first 
sentence of his wise book The 
Road Less Travelled. It is only 
as we accept the full implica- 
tions of such a statement, which 
finds resonance throughout the 
Scriptures, that we come to be 
able to confront and transform 
the darkness in ourselves and in 
our society. 

“Save me, O God! For the 
waters have come up to my 
neck. I sink in deep mire, where 
there is no foothold; I have come 
into deep waters, and the flood 
sweeps over me”. (Psalm 69, 1 
& 2). This is an authentic cry. 
We have all uttered it. Whole 
collections of people in the 
world now are uttering it with 
numbed hearts and despairing 
thoughts. 

Yet in the midst of all this, the 
powerful undergirding truth isi 
that the Psalms presuppose a 
God who is listening, a God who 


interacts with us. Lent is the 
period set aside by the teaching 
Church for all Christians to con- 
sider at depth the cry of the 
heart, the quest for meaning, the 
clarification of priorities. 

We may keep it only for the 
three days leading up to Easter, 
or for the seven days of Holy 
Week, or we may choose, as did 
later generations of Christians, 
to move within the symbolism of 
the forty days in the wilderness 
and keep Lent in its entirety. 

The essence of Lent is trust, 
expressed powerfully in Isaiah’s 
words: “When you pass through 
the waters I will be with you; 
and through the rivers, they 
shall not overwhelm you” (Is. 
43.2). 

Can we trust that extraor- 


dinary reassurance? Do we dare 
to reach out from the waters that 
threaten to engulf us, and clasp 
the hand of God? The waters of 
chaos in our lives could be debt, 
overwork, resentment, lust. 


THE first copy of Turning 
Points , the new national Lent 
course which is part of the Inter- 
Church process, was presented 
recently by Ian Gall to Dr John 
Habgood, Archbishop of York 
and Chairman of the process. 
Ian Gall, one of the regular 
presenters of BBC1 “Songs of 
Praise”, has produced the pro- 
grammes. The course, for use 
by inter-church groups during 
Lent this year, is part of the ‘Not 
Strangers but Pilgrims” pro- 
gramme, and a successor to 
“What on earth is the Church 
for?” 

The overall theme is change, 
change in our world, our 
church, and ourselves. Our lives 
and our relationships are con- 
stantly changing. 

We are called to change, to 
turn, to repent. This is what 
Lent is all about. Change is 
painful and costly. So is follow- 
ing Jesus if we are serious about 
it. 

The audio-cassette contains 15 
minutes material for each of the 
five sessions, and focusses on 


anger. The focus of hope is the 
very irruption of*disorder and 
rage that impaled Jesus the 
Christ on the tree of the Cross. 
That awfulness is not the entire 
story. The blood, the sweat and 
the tears; his blood, sweat and 
tears: our blood, sweat and 
tears, are lifted up, shone 
through, transmuted. 

And so in our Christian lives. 
The wilderness experience of 
Lent is designed to shatter our 
complacency, to spotlight our 
idols, to reshape our lifestyles. 
That is why it is unpopular. Its 
energy flows from God’s trust 
in us and our trust in God. Its 
invitation is to engagement. We 
are called this Lent, in the desert 
of our hearts, to engage more 
fully with God, with our own 
personhood and with that of our 
neighbour. 

Engagement is rewarding, but 
costly. It has nothing to do with 
the ‘let’s be nice to each other 
whatever happens’ mentality 
that so often pervades not only 
our parochial practice but also 
our relationship with God. 

Engagement is robust and all- 
embracing, calling into question 
the devices and desires of body, 
mind and spirit. If we make of 
this season a sincere spiritual ex- 
ercise, then the impetus of the 
Easter event will be indwelling 
indeed. 

Philip D. Roderick 

The Revd Philip Roderick is 
Principal of the Buckingham- 
shire Christian Training 
Scheme. 


personal stories from Northern 
Ireland, the inner-city in Liver- 
pool, and elsewhere. There are 
contributions from leading 
churchmen like Bishop Richard 
Holloway of Edinburgh, Bishop 
Roy Williamson of Bradford, Dr 
John Vincent, Chairman of the 
Methodist Conference, and 
Herbert McCabe, the Roman 
Catholic theologian. 

Turning Points costs £6.50 
(plus £1 postage) and is 
available from the British Coun- 
cil of Churches, Bookroom L90, 
35-41 Lower Marsh, London 
SE1 7RL. The pack contains the 
cassette, leader’s notes, and ten 
leaflets for group members. Ex- 
tra leaflets for group members 
cost 25p or you may order the 
pack from the Newman- 
Mowbray Bookshop in Oxford, 
or from your local Christian 
Bookshop. See also Lent Radio 
and Training on page 13. 

Tony Moore 

The Revd Tony Moore is Oxford 
Archdeaconry Ecumenical 
Officer. 
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Lent Turning Point 


GEOFFREY CHURCH & CO 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

For a personal and dignified service contact: 


Mr J. CURRAN 
Churchgate 

The Broadway, Thatcham 


or Mr G. CHURCH 
46 Bfchopwood Road 
Tadley 


Tel: (0635) 68444 (24 hours) Tel: 0734 814420 (24 hours) 

PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST 



THE RECITATIVE’ 
£4,995 


CHURCH ORGANS 

VISCOUNT 

A unique selection of eighteen 
classically voiced organs, priced 
jjfrom £425 to £6,000 for church or 
home practice. 

Write for brochures to 

VISCOUNT ORGANS LTD 

5 Caxton Way 
Watford Business Park 
Watford WD1 8UA 
Telephone: 0923 247437 
Answerphone 01-370 3431 


TOC H 

Cuddesdon House, 
Cuddesdon, Oxford 0X9 9HB 

Telephone: 08677 2004 


EVERYTHING FOR 
THE CAKE 
DECORATOR 
Colours, Pastes, 

Marzipan Cutters, 

Stamans, Wires, 

Books, Tins, Frames, 

Nozzles. 

At: TOKALON, 

32 High Street, Wallingford, Oxon. 
Tel: 0491 25573 




Well equipped modern house set in 
four acres. Sleeps 21 (mainly single 
rooms). 

Two conference rooms (each seating 
30), plus smaller group rooms. 

Near M40 — seven miles from Oxford. 
Ideal for conferences, retreats, group 
holidays. 

All enquiries to Warden in residence 


THE EMBROIDERY 
DEPARTMENT 

All Saints Convent 
St Mary’s Road 
Oxford 0X4 1RU 

For all your church embroidery and textile needs, 
including Vestment, Fair Linens, Altar Frontals and 
Banners. 

Also available: Small piece remnants suitable for C&G 
& Textile Students. 

Enquiries to: 

Mrs S. Pedley, All Saints Convent 
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Signs of the Spirit 


THE November issue of The 
DOOR included an interesting 
and sincere article by Father 
Peter Justice, the Diocesan 
Chaplain to the Deaf, describ- 
ing his work with the Diocesan 
Deaf Church. In the same arti- 
cle he said that because of his 
health, he had been sadly advis- 
ed to scale down his ministry 
that he had come to love. 

In December at Oxford about 150 
people from the nine Deaf Churches 
of the Diocese united for a Christmas 
Communion celebrated by Father 
Peter and assisted by Father Philip 
Hunt. It was a beautiful service at 
which the Bishop of Buckingham 
gave the address. 

The service was conducted using 
sign-language and speech. Also, a 
lip-speaker was present for the hard- 
of-hearing who have to rely solely 
on lip-reading. The bishop’s address 
was interpreted by sign-language. 
There was music for those able to 
hear and sing, but for the majority 
of the congregation, who were 
severely deaf, the choir signed the 
carols in beautiful unison. 

The service was followed by 
presentations to Father Peter and his 
wife, Sheila, and concluded by the 
choir singing Love Divine. 

The occasion has been better 
described by Father Peter himself, 
in a letter to us which said: 
“Everyone was so kind, and it was 
wonderful to be back amongst so 
many friends. There are so many 
memories to treasure, the kind and 
lovely gifts and generous words, but 
perhaps most of all the wonderful 
sense of worship and prayer which 
permeated through the whole ser- 
vice, and then that generous, gen- 
tle, kind and moving offering by the 
beloved choir at the end’’. 

It is that same spirit that permeates 
through all the services in the Deaf 
Church of the Diocese, and it is 
hoped that a new chaplain can soon 
be appointed to take on the respon- 
sibilities and to continue that loving 
and important ministry. 

Donald and Margaret Brown , 
Abingdon. 


AFTER reading “How shall 
they hear’’ in the November 
issue of The DOOR, I was pro- 
mpted to share my own ex- 
perience, which I will do my 
best to condense to relevant 
details! 

I have been partially deaf since the 
age of two. Now sixty, I manage 
quite well with a powerful hearing 
aid. As a child, I found the world 
an uncomfortable and often frighten- 
ing place and retreated, for the most 
part, into a fantasy world. This 
enabled me to escape from the taunts 
and imitation of other children, 
teachers etc, who thought me 
extraordinarily odd or downright 
stupid! My parents understood, but 
the early tests now available had not 
yet been introduced. 

Looking back over the years, I 
was drawn from time to time to 
spiritual things. It was not, though, 
until 1981 that I understood about 
repentance and accepted the Lord 
Jesus as my Lord and Saviour. For 
one who had lived in a muted world, 
being made spiritually whole was in- 
toxicating and also bewildering at 
first. 


My deepest thanks to all those 
who have guided and encouraged me 
throughout the last eight years. 

Margaret Home , 
Goring-on- Thames. 

Why not 
priestesses? 

CAN anyone tell me why 
women are never referred to as 
priestesses when they are or- 
dained into the priesthood? 
Though of common gender in 
Latin, sacerdos is properly 
translated as priestess in English 
in the feminine. 

Well I can! It is because the 
celebrant at a black mass is a 
priestess. It is for this reason, chief- 
ly, that the Roman Catholic Church 
willnot allow women to be ordain- 
ed into the priesthood. 

In Churches, however, where the 
diaconate has been properly restored 
as a brotherly and sisterly order, it 
is natural and reasonable to restore 
the presbyterate. This makes the 
whole ministry into a family of 
brotherly, sisterly, fatherly and 
eventually motherly orders. It has 
moreover the advantage that a 
presbyter is a priest in this sense of 
the word whether he is masculine or 
she is feminine. 

Yet another advantage is that there 
is a clearly traceable tradition of 
Reverend Mothers in the 
presbyterate that can be traced back 
to the Virgin Mary herself, yet none 
ordained as priestesses to the 
priesthood. Let Synod therefore 
restore the presbyterate, rather than 
divide the church. 

The Revd William L. A. Pryor, . 

Oxford. 

God of the 
instant 

I picked up a copy of The 
DOOR as I left the church last 
week, and the first word that 
caught my eye was “instant’’ in 
the article entitled “Waiting on 
the Lord’’ by Lord Blanch, 
former Archbishop of York. So, 
as I read on about the many “in- 
stant’’ answers to our material 
needs, I was reminded of 
another instant. 

It was several years ago, when I 
was considering all those instant 
commodities, that I began to think 
on, perhaps meditate upon the 
Lord’s Prayer when I was led to ask: 
“In what tense is it said?’’ Phrase 
by phrase — Our Father which art 
in Heaven — the present tense, as 
revealed to us in the old and new 
testaments. “I AM’ — the name of 
God — surely he gives us our daily 
bread, and as we forgive so He 
forgives us — and as surely He does 
not lead us into temptation and is 
ever at hand to deliver us. 

As the desciples waited on the 
Lord and asked him to teach them 
to pray, one may only guess at the 
joy and love that he shared as Jesus 
taught them to say ‘Our Father’. 

Since these thoughts came to me 
it no longer seems necessary to wait 
until a busy day is over before tak- 
ing over immediate concerns to the 
Lord, for He is ever present with us, 
and at hand to -hear, and to heal. 


(elteM 


A the same time the words from 
the aria “I waited on the Lord, He 
inclined unto me’’ come to mind, 
and then the times of worship, in- 
tercession confession and refresh- 
ment become equally important. 
“Oh Blest are they who wait on the 
Lord’’. 

Prudence May, 
Henley-on- Thames. 

Representing 

BEFORE the General Synod in- 
flicts schism on the Church it 
should first consider its authority 
to do so. The Synod claims to 
be an elected body representing, 
inter alia, the laity. What a pity 
the laity in general have no part 
in electing those who claim to 
speak on their behalf. 

Each parish, at its AGM, elects 
representatives to the Deanery 
Synod. The members of the Deanery 
Synod then elect the lay members of 
the General Synod to represent the 
Diocese. In secular politics it is the 
exact equivalent of allowing the elec- 
torate to elect only District Coun- 
cillors, and those councillors being 
the only people who can elect 
Members of Parliament. 

I suppose that the theory was that 
the Deanery Synod representatives 
would reflect the views of their 
parish, and the ordinary churchgoer 
could make his views felt by casting 
his vote for whichever candidate for 
the Deanery Synod most nearly 
reflected his views or prejudices. 
Which would be fine if you ever got 
a chance to vote for your Deanery 
Synod Representative. When did 
your parish last have a contested 
election for a place on the Deanery 
Synod? 

I served a term on the Woodstock 
Deanery Synod; my arm was twisted 
by my Rector who needed someone 
from the parish on the Synod if he 
was to avoid embarrassing questions 
from the Rural Dean; I prepared no 
manifesto, and my appointment was 
nodded through with a great sigh of 
relief from the meeting that they 
would not have to waste time trying 
to find a reluctant volunteer. When 
it came to General Synod elections 
I followed my own inclinations; no- 
one in the parish bent my ear on the 
subject or expressed the slightest in- 
terest. 

So next time the House of Laity 
of the General Synod claims to be 
speaking for the laity of the Church 
of England, jsut ask when did they 
last seek your opinion... 

Christopher W allworth, 
Woodstock. 

WHAT is meant by the finding of 
the Archdeacons’ Articles of En- 
quiry, that “ethnic minority groups’’ 


are under-represented on Deanery 
Synods? 

Ethnic groups as such (whether 
minority or majority) have not, and 
(I think) should not have, any 
representation there. Members of the 
Synod represent parishes, not 
groups. 

A member who comes from a 
minority ethnic group represents all 
the people in his parish; he does not 
represent those in other parishes who 
belong to the same ethnic group. 

S. D. Freer, 
Moreton-in-Marsh . 

Gorbachev 

MOST of us would say this is 
a Christian country; however I 
have not yet heard or seen one 
remark to suggest that, after 
decades of persecution and 
misgovernment of millions in 
Russia and Eastern Europe and 
of determination by millions in 
the NATO powers to defend 
themselves, God has intervened 
in the affairs of men once more, 
by bringing Mr Gorbachev into 
a position from which he can in- 
fluence world events to the bet- 
ter for so many. 

Lloyd George, Roosevelt and 
Churchill and a handful of lesser 
mortals in the first half of this cen- 
tury, and many would agree to 
Reagan and Mrs Thatcher recently, 
have done much for the fight of God 
versus the devil. But who — provid- 
ed there is no coup in the next few 
months — will have done more 
towards major international peace, 
goodwill, freedom and prosperity 
than Mr Gorbachev? 

Surely, Gorbachev is a gift from 
God, even if he (Gorbachev) would 
not recognise that God? (However, 
his visit to The Pope may cause us 
to dispute that last theory). Ought we 
not to sing God’s praises much more 
than Gorbachev’s? 

Major J. A. White, 
Buckingham. 

Ecumenical 

DOOR? 

Fr Robert Bulbeck, the RC 
parish preist of Charlbury, has 
just introduced me to the 
December number of your at- 
tractive and interesting publica- 
tion. We both enjoyed it 
greatly, but had one regret. 

Could it not be a DOOR that leads 
into all the Churches? If it did 
become an ecumenical publication, 
it would command an enormous cir- 
culation, and contribute greatly to 
the unity of Christians in the three 
counties. 

The Revd E. J. Yamold, 
Campion Hall, Oxford. 


Would you like your 

orders of service • parish magazines 
posters • tickets • invitations 

professionally designed and printed — all at a very 
reasonable all-in price? 

IiUdge Makers \$ a Desktop Publishing 
Service run by active churchgoers who will understand your needs 

Ring us on Witney 0993 773320 


ANTIQUES PURCHASED 

Cross Antiques wish to purchase Antiques of all types. We pay top prices and can 
normally equal or better Auction estimates without the risk or deduction of 
commission (most auctions take up to 25% of the price paid in commission and 
VAT). 

We are interested in single items or will undertake complete house clearances. 

Cioss Antiques 

37 HIGH STREET. WATLINGTON, OXON 

TEL: (049161) 2324 (any time) 



HOLM OAK 


262 IFFLEY ROAD. OXFORD OX4 1SE 

REGISTERED PRIVATE HOME FOR THE ELDERLY 

• SIN6LE ft SHARES ROOMS • CARING STAFF 

• CEHTRAL HEATHK THR0WH00T • FRIENDLY HOMELY 

• LIFT ATMOSPHERE 


PROP: REST LEWIS 


MAHA6ER: CHRISTINE BARKER 


OXFORD 241835 


Experience 

Counts 



Restoration of stonework 
relies upon skilled masons 
using modem techniques and 
having the appreciation of past 
masters. 

The craftsmen at New Stone 
will restore your building to its 
finest using only materials 
compatible with the original. 
The finished appearance is as 
important as the cutting back to 
sound stone and careful 
reinforcement to ensure the 
repairs will not fail. 

Deterioration should be 
checked. Contact us now and 
save on future restoration. 


■ ■ NEW STONE 

■1 WM AND RESTORATION LIMITED 

1 PEMBROKE ROAD RUISLIP MtODLESLX HA4 8NQ TEL 08956 76164 FAX 06956 21574 


Down in Kingham there’s a little firm which 
does nothing else but copy and restore old 
photographs . . . 

Sepiatone studio portraits, faded snaps from the old 
box Brownie, photographs in any condition can be 
copied, improved and reproduced to full archival 
standards of performance. 

Phone us for a price list, or better still call in — 
we’ll be glad to see you! 

PHOTOCARE 

THE LANGSTON PRIORY WORKSHOPS 
STATION ROAD, KINGHAM, OXON, 0X7 6UP 
Telephone (060871) 8184 


Country View 

Registered Rest Home 

A small country residence for the retired person. Short 
or long stay are welcomed. 

Residents are encouraged to be as independent as 
possible. 

Room with private facilities, tastefully decorated with 
comfort in mind. Caring family atmosphere. Highly 
trained staff on duty 24 hours per day. 

To arrange a visit 

Tel: Chesham (0494) 782263 


THE NEWMAN-MOWBRAY 
BOOKSHOP 

87 St Aldate 
Oxford 0X1 1RB 
Tel: 244654 

Christian Books, Cards, Crucifixes, 
etc. Candles, Communion Wine, 
Altar Breads, Church Stationery. 


INTER COUNTRY NURSING SERVICES 
Slough 0753 662298 
I Beaconsfield (0494) 6771 1 8 


Nurses of all grades for . . . 

• HOME CARE 

• HOSPITAL 

• INDUSTRY 

• NURSING HOME 

EXCELLENT EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES 

90 High St, Burnham, Bucks SL1 7JZ 
Telephone: (0628) 665271 

Licensed by Local Authorities and Department of Employment 


Count on us to care . . . dav and niaht 




Registered Nursing Home 

Formerly a care home, The Glebe House has now been 
approved as a Registered Nursing Home by the Cheltenham 
and District Health Authority. 
e General and medical patients catered for. 
e The ultimate choice for the highest standards of nursing 
care and comfort in a warm and homely atmosphere. 
e Single and double rooms available. 
e The Glebe House is situated in the peace and tranquility 
of the Cots wolds in the historical town of Northleach, off 
the A40 between Burford - Cheltenham, 

Cirencester - Moreton-in-Marsh road. 
a Non-smokers only 


GlebeHouse 

Mill End 
Northleach 
Gloucestershire 
GL54 3HL 

Telephone: Cotswolds 

0451-60735 

For further information please contact the proprietors — Erica M. Granville- 
Edmunds and Peter D. Granville- Edmunds. SRN, RCNT, FRSH, MBChA, MRIPHH. 



DIOCESE OF OXFORD 

The Bishop of Oxford wishes to appoint 

DIOCESAN 
YOUTH ADVISER 

and 

DIOCESAN 

CHILDREN’S ADVISER 

Both posts are open to clergy and lay people and who will 
be expected to bring experience and enthusiasm to work 
within the Parish Resources Department. 

Incumbent stipend and house or 
equivalent. 

Closing date: 28 February 1990 

Interviews: Youth 20/21 March 1990 
Children’s 4 April 1990 

Further details are obtainable from: 




The Revd Keith Lamdin 
Parish Resources Department 
Diocesan Church House 
North Hinksey, Oxford 0X2 ONB 
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0Tl^e DOOR 


is the Church Newspaper of the Diocese of Oxford. It is 
produced by the Diocese in Association with Oxford 
Newspapers — part of Goodhead Publishing and is 
distributed by Church Membership to 1 50,000 readers in 
the three archdeaconries of Oxon, Bucks and Berks. 

To advertise in this newspaper please contact: 
David Holden, Advertisement Manager 


OXFORD 0865 880505 

(extension 2115 or 2116) 


Geoffrey Harding 


Silversmith and Goldsmith 

Handwrought Wares for every occasion 
Original Designs 

Special Commissions undertaken 

STEVEMTOPi, OXOPi. 
TELEPHONE: ABINGDON 831371 


CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL 
OXFORD 


VOICE TRIALS will be held on Saturday, 24th February, 
1 990 for boys between seven and nine to sing in the 
Cathedral Choir. 


Choristers receive boarding preparatory education at the 
Cathedral School with a scholarship of £2475-£2589 
per annum. 


Please write to: 

The Headmaster 
Christ Church Cathedral School 
3 Brewer Street, OXFORD 0X1 1QW 


THE NATIONAL RETREAT CENTRE 

24 South Audley Street, London W1 Y 5DL 


THE VISION 


An ecumenical journal about retreats, including 
the listings of 160 retre.at houses in the UK, 
1990 available now, £1.30 inc p&p. Cheques 
payable to APR. 


01-493 3524 




GLENWOOD 

<zffcfi\ocLuction < \)iiinLtui£ 

SPECIAL OPENING OFFER 


TABLE AND 6 CHAIRS £369 



OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 10atn-4pm 

TRADE PRICES DIRECT TO PUBLIC 


To view our impressive range of 
Reproduction Furniture call at: 


UNIT 8, TRINITY FARM, CIRENCESTER 

(250 yards from Cirencester Golf Course) 

Tel: (0285) 885670 


From Bishop Richard 


A RECENT visit to America brought home to me again 
the seriousness with which our fellow Anglican Christians 
there take the Church. Most adults not only come to the 
Sunday morning Eucharist, they spend an extra hour there 
in some form of adult education. At the churches I visited 
several hundred adults engaged each week in serious lear- 
ning about the faith. 

Another impressive feature is the way American Chris- 
tians take full responsibility for financing the' Church. 
Even a comparatively small church will employ half a 
dozen people full-time. The church I lectured and preach- 
ed at in Arizona had an annual budget of £500,000 all 
of which was raised from the congregation. 

At the start of the decade let us pledge to take more 
responsibility for financing our own Church. If we want 
a hill-time professional ministry this has to be paid for. 
If we want ordinands, the process of their selection and 
their training again has to be paid for. 

As a start, let each parish ask itself whether it is at least 
raising enough money to pay for and house its own priest. 
Our fellow Anglian Christians in other parts of the world 
accept this as a bare minimum. God is calling us to be 
responsible Church members and to accept financial 
responsibility for our Church. 

With every good wish and blessing. 




The cost ol 


DIOCESAN EXPENDITURE 1990 


£000 


Parish Ministry 


Clergy and Lay Workers pay and life assurance. 
Housing including repairs, rates and insurance. 
Clergy grants on removal, resettlement and first 
appointment. Costs of managing glebe 
properties. 


6,587 


DIOCESAN II 
Parish Shari 


Church 

Commission 


Stewardship, 
Training, Education 
and Ministry 


Staff costs and working expenses. Training 
costs and grants, clergy and laity. Maintenance 
grants for ordinands. Central fund for ordination 
training. See also "The Ordinand" below. 


893 


Other Supporting 
Services 


Educational and social responsibility chaplaincies 
and other appointments. Costs of staff and 
working expenses of other bodies supporting the 
parochial ministry. Archdeacon's grants for 
building repairs. 


290 


Glebe Prope 
Income 


Community 

Services 


Oxford Diocesan Council for the Deaf and 
Council for Social Work - Net grants from 
Diocese. 


139 


Parochial Fi 


Communications 


Communications Officer and publications and 
publicity including "The DOOR". 


81 


General 

Administration 


Board of Finance share of staff and office 
expenses. Legal and auditees. Diocesan Synod 
and Bishop's CouncH. Board of patronage and 
redundant church expenses and other costs. 


271 


Finance and 
Income 


Financial Charges 
General Synod 


Loan interest payable and costs in relation to let 
property. 


54 


Diocesan contribution to central costs and 
members expenses. 


254 


£8,569,000 


The Vicar 


THE Revd David Meara is 
Vicar of Basildon with Aldworth 
and Ashampstead. Aged 42, he 
is married to Rosemary and has 
four children, Rebecca (14), 
Timothy (12), Joseph (9) and 
Susannah (5). 





He is responsible for three 
village churches: St Stephen’s, 
Upper Basildon; St Mary’s, 
Aldworth, and St Clement’s, 
Ashampstead. Aldworth and 
Ashampstead are small rural 
communities mainly using the 
1662 prayerbook, whilst 
Basildon is a larger community 
with a much greater range of 
church activity and worship. 

David is a graduate of Oriel 
College, Oxford, gaining a BA 
in 1970 and an MA in 1973, and 
a Lambeth diploma in 1976. He 
trained for the ministry at Cud- 
desdon College, and before go- 
ing to Basildon was chaplain to 
Reading University. 

Like many clergy, David also 
undertakes some specialist work 
for the Diocese, acting as 
Secretary to the Oxford 
Diocesan Advisory Group for 
Mission and is a member of the 
Christian Concern for One 
World working group. His usual 
round of visiting, working with 
young people and serving the 
worshipping community in three 
country villages takes most of 
his working day. As chairman 
of governors of the local C of E 
(Controlled) primary School, he 
not only spends time supporting 


the work of the school, but visits 
the children regularly and takes 
assemblies. Most evenings are 
taken up with meetings — either 
pastoral or organisational. “Be- 
ing closely involved in village 
life is deeply satisfying work’’, 
says David. 

In addition to his Diocesan sti- 
pend of £9,300 David has the 
use of a tied house — the 
Vicarage — which is provided 
rent free by the Diocese. 
However, out of his stipend of 
about £700 a month after tax, 
David has to find the cost of 
decoration, heating, lighting and 
garden upkeep himself. “After 
meeting the cost of housekeep- 
ing and other expenses, its cer- 
tainly not easy to make ends 
meet”, says David. “Like many 
other folk, my wife has a part- 
time job in order to help pay the 
family bills.” 

In order to meet the cost of his 
stipend, training and housing, 
which comes to £2 1 ,000 a year, 
the Diocese asks the three 
parishes to contribute £16,774 
this year between them (the 
‘Parish Share’), the balance be- 
ing made up by subsidy from en- 
dowments and the Church 
Commissioners. 


What the money is spent on 


COMMUNITY 
AND OTHER 
SUPPORTING 
SERVICES 5% 


Support for 
the Parishes 


PARISHES can feel isolated 
sometimes and so can parish priests. 
That’s why two years ago the 
Diocese appointed the first of its 
three Parish Development Advisers, 
Barbara Doubtfire, a science 
graduate with connections with the 
community of Wantage Sisters. 

She covers Oxfordshire and her 
demanding work can include 
anything from appraising and 



STEWARDSHIP 
TRAINING EDUCATION 
AND MINISTRY 10% 


counselling clergy to leading retreats 
or parish weekends. 

Helping a PCC to identify a 
parish’s strengths and weaknesses, 
working out with them a priority of 
needs and then identifying people in 
the parish with the gifts to meet those 
needs is another important area of her 
work. Sometimes training is involv- 
ed and the PDA may undertake that 
her self or refer the individual con- 
cerned to one of the Diocesan In- 
stitute’s Archdeaconry Training 
Schemes. 

It costs about £24,000 to put one 
PDA “on the road’’. The work of 
Barbara Doubtfire and her two col- 
leagues is just one way in which the 
Diocese supports its parishes. Other 
areas of parish support include 
children’s work, youth work, 
stewardship and evangelism. We 
hope The DOOR supports you too. 


Church Schools 


THERE are 284 Church schools in 
the Diocese, 87 Aided and 197 
Controlled. The Local Education 
Authorities meet the total cost of 
Controlled schools. The Gover- 
nors of Aided schools are respon- 
sible for building maintenance and 
improvement with assistance from 
the Department of Education and 
Science. In order to meet this 
responsibility governors are 
assisted by investment income 
from the sale proceeds of closed 
Church schools and school houses 
(current capital £1.6 million). This 
is held by the Diocesan Trustees 
and used on the advice of the 
Diocesan Council of Education 
(Schools). The administrative ex- 
penses of the Schools Department 
is £124,000 in 1990; £95,000 of this 
comes from the Parish Share. 


... and the Curate 


THE Revd Jo Honour is Curate at 
St Birinus’ High Wycombe and she 
is married to Derek, the Curate of 
All Saints’, High Wycombe. 

Jo helps her vicar in the day-to- 
day running of the church. She 
visits, prepares folk for baptism, 
helps run the mothers and toddlers 
group and is assistant chaplain to 
Bucks Technical College. She is paid 
£7,900 on the Diocesan scale which 
comes to about £506 a month after 
tax, less than her husband’s £552 
because she is taxed as a married 
woman. She is buying a car with an 
interest free loan from the Diocese 
and she has to contribute to the cost 
of heating, lighting, cleaning and 
decoration of her home, provided 
rent free by All Saints. 

“Because of our joint salaries, 
we’re a lot better off now than when 
we were living on student grants. 
We’re even looking forward to a ski- 
ing holiday soon,’’ she says. 

She also admits that there are ad- 
vantages in not owning your own 
home especially when the roof leaks. 
However, she is not sure how they 
will manage if they have children. 
“I am very aware of the difficulty 
married curates with children are 
having trying to live on one salary. 
And I am also aware that I shall 
never be able to fit out my own kit- 
chen and that really bugs me!” 

Is it worth it? “The job is deeply 
satisfying,’’ she says. 



ADMINISTRATION 
AND GENERAL 
SYNOD 
8% 


The 

Ordinand 


SIMON Weeden is an ordinand in 
his second and last year at Wycliffe 
Hall Theological College in Oxford. 
He is 34 and married to Pam and 
they have two small children, An- 
drew and Jonathan. Simon is one of 
82 men and women in the Diocese 
who are currently in training for the 
ministry. Of these 54 will go into the 
stipendiary (paid) ministry and 28 
into the non stipendiary (unpaid). 

Simon’s fees are met by the Cen- 
tral Training Fund of the Church of 
England into which the Diocese of 
Oxford pays £219,000 p.a. but or- 
dinands are assumed to be single and 
this is not intended to meet the cost 
of keeping his family. Our Diocese 
pays a further £90,000 for the 
upkeep of the families of its married 
ordinands, and of this Simon receiv- 
ed £5,947 last year. This he says is 
rather above the average because of 
the high cost of living in Oxford. 

Three years ago Simon was still 
a civil servant in Whitehall earning 
£22,000 a year. They sold a much 
larger house in High Wycombe to 
buy the Oxford one and though they 
manage cheerfully on their grant he 
says: “If you had told me that my 
salary would one day plummet by 
more than two thirds I would not 
have believed you.” 
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Ministry Means Money 

To give or not to give...? 
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Parochial Fees and Outside Contributions 

320 

id 

81 

Finance and Other 
Income 

Interest and Dividends. Trust Income. Sunday 
rents. E.I.O. distribution. Grants. Donations. 

335 


271 

Less transfer of £30,000 to reserves.. 
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The Parish 
Share 

MENTION the Parish Share 
at a PCC and blood pressures 
will almost certainly double all 
round the table and rumours 
will abound about “what the 
Diocese does with it”. 
However, even with this year’s 
12.5% rise the total Parish 
Share of £5,133,000 does not 
fully cover the cost of Parish 
Ministry which amounts to 
£6,587,000. The difference has 
to be met by the Church Com- 
missioners. 

The Parish Share is exactly 
what it says, the amount of 
money which each parish is 
asked to pay towards the costs 
of the running the Diocese in- 
cluding paying and housing 
the clergy. This sum is decid- 
ed by a complicated formula 
based on the potential income 
of the entire church member- 
ship of the Diocese divided bet- 
ween the parishes according to 
their ability to pay. The assess- 



ment of each parish’s wealth 
is in turn based upon the 
potential income of the in- 
dividual church’s membership 
and also takes into account 
other factors such as a 
church’s investment income, 
income from tourism etc. The 
bulk of the Parish Share is 
raised from the weekly giving 
of the members of the church 
at Sunday services. 


it comes to money,” said Voltaire, “we’re ail 
of the same religion.” in our churches money is a pro- 
blem — to be more accurate lack of money is a problem. 
Ageing congregations, many on fixed incomes; younger 
families seeking to pay large mortgage repayments make 
clergy wary of raising (the subject. However, at the same 
time we have to face the fact that ministry costs money. 

Living in the past 

Old buildings are very pretty but increasingly costly to 
maintain. There is great pressure to spend the money we 
do have on maintenance rather than mission. Clergy need 
to he paid. Many people seem to think that ten pence in 
the collection plate is generous — after all it sounds a lot 
more than the two shillings we used to give twenty years 
ago! 

Negative noises 

Our resulting attitude is often negative and defensive. 
Moaning about parish share or the cost of buildings 
doesn’t help. A more positive approach is needed. It is 
my own conviction that giving is part and parcel of our 
overall response to God. The spirit of Christian giving 
is captured well in 1 Chronicles 29 — “ail things come 
from yon, O Lord and of your own do we give you.” 

But do we really believe this? Usually the attitude we 
have Is that our salaries are ours. We spend in accordance 
with our priorities and then give out of the little that is 
left. Frank Hubbard said, “When people say, ‘it’s not 
the money it ’s the spirit of the thing/ they usually mean 
its the money!” Jesus Christ said, “Yon can’t serve God 
and Mammon.” My impression is that many Christians 
are giving both their best shot! 

Tithing troubles 

I am well aware that to speak of the practice of tithing 
ie. giving away ten per cent of our income, is to court 
the ever ready danger of legalism. However, I have found 
that to give people a guideline is to give them something 
to aim at in their giving. Many people feel that ten per 
cent is unrealistic. I disagree. Someone once wrote on a 
school report of mine, “Michael sets himself extremely low 
standards and consistently fails to achieve them!” If we 
set low standards and miss them we go nowhere! 

Promises, Promises 

Jesus taught his disciples that they ueed not be anxious 
about their material needs. After accusing people of “rob- 
bing God” by w itholding their tithes, the Lord challeng- 
ed His people through the prophet Malachi. Giving them 
a promise of material blessing in return for faithfulness 
in giving, God invited his people to, “Test me in this.” 
(Malachi 3) Not that we should give in order to receive, 
but that God promises us His Faithfulness in meeting our 
needs as we show our faithfulness in generous, cheerful 


One thing is certain. Unless we start to give realistical- 
ly in our churches, something will have to give in onr 
ministry. 

Michael A. Hill 

The Revd Michael Hill is Rector of St Leonard 's, Chesham Bols and 
Amersham Rural Dean . 


The Vicar’s Fees 


Where the money comes 
from 


MANY people think that fees for 
weddings and funerals go straight in- 
to the vicar’s pocket but they don’t. 
A proportion goes to the PCC and 



the rest amounting to more than 
£320,000 is given back to the 
Diocese, and is an important source 
of income. 

The basic fee for a church wed- 
ding is £43 and there are additional 
small charges for the certificate (£2) 
and the banns (£5). However, if the 
banns have to be read in two parishes 
there is an additional charge. 
Funerals are a modest £21! 


FEES AND 
OTHER INCOME 
8% 


Farming the 
Glebe 

ONCE every parsonage, vicarage or 
rectory had its glebe i.e. land or pro- 
perty which helped to supplement an 
incumbent’s income. Nowadays the 
Glebe is administered centrally in 
each Diocese by its Board of Finance 
and the income from it is put towards 
the cost of paying the clergy. Glebe 
property income brings in 9p of 
every pound spent in this Diocese. 

Colin Wright has been a Glebe 
farmer near Aylesbury since 1968. 
he rents his 380 acre mixed farm 
from the Diocese for a rent of 
£ 16,000 4 Colin employs six full- 
time helpers and says that to him 
profit is not a dirty word. “I think 
of it as an investment on the. 
Diocese’^ part. But I think the 
Church should invest money in this 
sort of situation so that they can have 
an influence on the rural structure. 
They could put all their money in of- 
fice blocks in London and get a fan- 
tastic return but they wouldn’t really 
be helping communities.” 


The Church Commissioners 


IT’S well known that Mrs Thatcher 
called in a consultant from Marks 
and Spencer to help her cut costs in 
the Civil service but less well known 
that a retired M and S deputy chair- 
man is one of the 95 Church Com- 
missioners. He is Brian Howard who 
lives near Great Missenden and he 
has been deputy chairman of the 



Commissioners’ Assets Committee 
for 13 years. The main aim of the 
Church Commissioners is the effi- 
cient management of the historic 
resources of the Church of England 
whether land, property or stock ex- 
change securities. By law almost all 
the income from their investments 
must go towards the financial sup- 
port of the clergy and lay workers. 

They meet 40 per cent of a clergy 
pay and housing costs and nearly the 
entire cost of clergy pensions. To 
use money for anything else requires 
statutory authority which is only 
rarely given although in 1986 the 
General Synod gave the Commis- 
sioners a discretionary power to 
make grants to the Church Urban 
Fund, 

In 1988 the Church Commis- 
sioners income was £183. 5m and 
their expenditure was £189. lm. 
The Oxford Diocese will receive 
£1,953,000 from the Commissioners 
this year which represents 23p in 
every pound of income received by 
the Diocese. 


Priorities for 
the future? 

• We are an expanding 
Diocese and more money is 
needed to minister to our in- 
creasing population. 

• We can try to become more 
self-sufficient as a Diocese and 
so make it possible for the 
Church Commissioners to give 
more money to the less well off 
dioceses. 

• We can take up the 
challenges raised during the 
Bishop's Visitation in 1989 
particularly the need to make 
mission a priority in every 
parish. 

• Urban Priority Areas, 
deprived areas in our own 
Diocese and the work of the 
Church in the wider world all 
need our financial support. 

If you need help in deciding 
how much to give or how to 
give you can ask your church 
treasurer or you can contact 
the Department of Parish 
Resources’ Stewardship Ad- 
visers, David Haylett and Jim 
Peddell at Diocesan Church 
House, North Hinksey, Oxford 
OX2 0NB. Tel: 0865 244566. 
They will be pleased to give in- 
formation and advice and are 
also available to give talks 
about Christian giving and to 
help your parish plan a finan- 
cial information programme 
or a house group course on 
Christian giving. 






THE PRAYER BOOK SOCIETY 

The Book of Common Prayer is still the standard of Doctrine, 
and is a beautiful form of Worship. 

If you value the language and doctrine of the Book of Com- 
mon Prayer, join the Prayer Book Society. 

Diocesan Secretary: John Crofts 
14 Forest Close, Wendover 
Aylesbury HP22 6BT 


LEAVING ON A JET PLANE' 

Gatwick Grove Guest House 

Telephone: (0293) 515795 

Available to Gatwick travellers. Bed and breakfast, free car 
parking and transportation to airport. Private facilities at 
reasonable rates. 

Poles Lane, Lowfield Heath 
West Sussex RH11 OPY 

Airport parking available for non-residents 
at very competitive prices 


SOLID 

MAHOGANY 

Windows and Doors 



Traditionally made 
by hand in our 
own Joinery Shops 

and fitted to your 
home by our highly 
skilled craftsmen 




* Double Glazed (20mm) 

* Fully Weathersealed 

* High Security Locking 

* 10-Year Guarantee 




Amersham Joinery 

97 Famham Road. Slough Berkshire SLI 41 IN 

Tel: Slough (0753) 824242 


TRACTS 
FOR TODAY 

THE LORD’S 
PEOPLE 

— on the Church — 

THE LORD’S 
MINISTERS 

— on the Ministry — 

THE LORD’S 
MOTHER 

— on Mary — 

THE LORD’S 
SACRIFICE 

— on Calvary — 

THE LORD’S 
TABLE 

— on the Communion — 

THE LORD’S 
HOUSE 

— on Heaven — 

Understand more about 

Evangelical doctrine 
and share it with 
others. 

Send for a sample pack 
of 6 for 20p including 
postage, from: 

PIS 

184 Fleet Street 
London EC4A 2HJ 


OXFORD (HEADINGTON) 

SINGLE PERSON FLAT 
£ 57,000 

The retirement accommodation of excellent 
quality for mainly professional and academic 
people. 

Brochure and details from: 

The Administrator 
Emden House, 

Banton Lane, 

Headington, Oxford, 

OX3 9JU. 

Tel: Oxford (0865) 60217 




ETHICAL 
INVESTMENTS 

Profit with a Conscience 


We are impartial, backed by 20 years' experience and 
offer a professional and personal service. 

We are not tied to any bank, building society or in- 
surance company, and do not employ any high 
pressure sales techniques. 

WE SPECIALISE IN ETHICAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
INVESTMENTS providing you with the opportunity to 
match your investments with your ideals. Companies 
are evaluated for investment potential and screened 
for social, moral and environmental responsibility. 

For further details and our free guide please return the 
coupon or telephone: 

KINGSW00D CONSULTANTS 

Dept DR, Tetchwick House, Kingswood 
Aylesbury, Bucks, HP18 0RD 
Tel: Aylesbury (0296) 77771 



Ethical Investments interest me. Please send details on: 
Pensions □ Capital Investment □ Regular Savings □ 
i am employed/seif-employed DR90 

Amount available for investment £ pa/pm/lump sum 


Name 

Address., 


Postcode Tel 

Date of birth Occupation. 







The DOOR February 1 990 1 1 


/SIDE 


A VISITOR from another planet might well be forgiven for be- 
ing puzzled about the fuss over the ordination of Women to the 
Priesthood. That humanoids with so few obvious physical dif- 
ferences should make the offering of worship to God and ser- 
vice to people into a problem might seem strange. 

However, when such a visitor discovered that God had found 
earth creatures so complex that this could only be dealt with by 
'Incarnation’, then our visitor might have second thoughts and 
decide to go into the question more thoroughly. This series in- 
vites readers to ‘consider’ opposing arguments from people’s deep 
conviction about things that matter, in order that they too may 
come to a mind about them — or even change their minds. 

On the question of Women’s Ordination the writers help us 
to the heart of the arguments, for and against. I am conscious 
that people on both sides agree that the amount of sexism and 
lack of perception about women’s issues muddy the waters of 
the Church of England, as we attempt to move towards a deci- 
sion on a central doctrinal issue. 

If, so far, you have nailed your colours to the fence, our hope 
is that you will now wish to unpick them, face the conflict and 
hoist them on one side or the other. 

Vincent Strudwick 

Director of the Oxford Diocesan Institute. 



Priests of the future? Or not? 



On April 5, 1987 26 Deaconesses from this Diocese 
were ordained Deacon, and so were admitted to Holy 
orders. (Pictured above with the Bishop of Buck- 
ingham). Since then many more women Deacons have 


been ordained. However, unlike their male colleagues, 
they may not go on to become priests. This means in 
practice that they cannot celebrate the Eucharist nor 
give Absolution or the Blessing. 


FOR 


| AGAINST 


A vision of 
the Kingdom 


THE ordination of women is 
clearly the most divisive issue in 
the Church of England at the 
moment. The debate has rumbl- 
ed on for a long time. 

I can remember in 1974 go- 
ing to a meeting about it in 
Pusey House. An elderly monk 
was addressing us. He said one 
of the chief arguments against 
the ordination of women was the 
sort of women who wanted to be 
ordained. A woman immediate- 
ly stood up at the back of the 
room and said: “Have you ever 
looked at the sort of men who 
want to be ordained?” 
Touch6... 

For a long time, I couldn’t 
make up my mind on the issue. 
There seemed to be a balance of 
arguments on both sides. Part of 
the agony of it is that the nor- 
mal Anglican compromise in 
these circumstances is impossi- 
ble; you either ordain women or 
you don’t, and either way peo- 
ple are going to be hurt. 

The present situation in the 
Church of England, where 
women ordained Deacon and 
not priest is unlikely to remain 
permanent; the Americans have 
followed it through and ordained 
a woman bishop. 

Just at the point when I was 
beginning to be convinced that 
the priesthood ought to include 
the young and the old, the black 
and the white, men and women 


to be complete — I came across 
a sermon by professor Adrian 
Hastings, head of the Depart- 
ment of Theology and Religious 
Studies at Leeds University and 
a Roman Catholic. The sermon 
was preached in Cambridge, and 
the title was “Should Women be 
Ordained?”. 

It’s a beautiful sermon, he 
begins by quoting the text “I 
permit no woman to teach or 
have authority over men”, and 
he keeps you guessing which 
way he will turn. He says that 
a priest is an icon of Christ, his 
living symbol and therefore a 
man, as God was made man. He 
then points out that the word 
man used in the creed “And was 
made man” was not the Latin 
word for ‘male’, but for 
‘human’. Therefore the impor- 
tant thing about priests is not that 
they should be male, but human. 
In fact, he says to insist that 
priests are only male is to under- 
mine the whole tradition of the 
Church. 

I was struck by Adrian 
Hastings’ argument. It rang a 
bell for me, and enabled me to 
see the strength of the arguments 
flowing in the direction of or- 
daining women. 

“There is neither Jew nor 
Greek, there is neither slave nor 
free, there is neither male nor 
female, for you are all one in 
Christ Jesus,” is a ringing and 
inspired vision of what “Thy 


Kingdom come on earth” 
should mean. It has taken cen- 
turies to achieve ‘neither slave 
nor free”; we stand at the 
threshold of “neither male nor 
female”, and it’s tragic that the 
Church is so hesitant and fear- 
ful about its own vision of the 
Kingdom. 

There are fears about Catholic 
order, and yet to ordain women 
is not to abandon the threefold 
Ministry of Bishops, Priests and 
Deacons, but to complete it. 
There are fears of damage to the 
ecumenical movement. But we 
know that Rome does not 
recognise Anglican orders, nor 
will it in the forseeable future, 
nor can it. To do so would be 
to remove at a stroke the whole 
raison d’etre for the Roman 
Catholic Church in England, 
and that is impossible. 

While taking ecumenical rela- 
tions very seriously, justice re- 
quires us to pursue what is right, 
it’s the vision of the Kingdom 
which counts; a vision of a 
society free from racialism, free 
from exploitation, free from 
gender discrimation — where all 
are loved, and valued, and 
upheld — and where the priests 
of God, women and men, reflect 
God’s generosity and justice, 
and love. Peter Judd 

The Revd Peter Judd is the 
Vicar of St Mary the Virgin 
Church, Iffley. 


God doss not 
make mistakes 


DURING the Christmas season we have once 
again been vividly reminded that “When the 
fulness of the time was come, God sent forth 
his Son” (Gal. 4 v.4) as our Saviour and 
Redeemer. Jesus Christ is the Word made 
flesh, born of Mary in abject poverty and 
degradation. And yet he is the Son of God, the 
second Person of the Holy Trinity. 

God did not send his Son into the world at 
random; he had prepared the people of Israel 
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an “equal opportunity” employer by having 
women as bishops and priests. 

Let’s be quite clear about Jesus and women. 
Firstly, his attitude to women was quite revolu- 
tionary compared to that of the average devout 
Jewish man. He talked to women on equal 
terms, and his disciples were amazed (and 
sometimes shocked) about this, as in the inci- 
dent with the Samaritan woman at the well. 
Jesus allowed women to touch him, even 
women of ill-repute such as the one who wept 
at his feet and anointed him, because he 
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his Son into the world at the wrong time, then 
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tioned by the time in which he lived and would 
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We must not be influenced by sociological 
theories which say that the traditional teaching 
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to redeem the whole human race, and salva- 
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“For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall 
all be made alive.” (1 Cor. 15 v. 22). The 
writer to the Hewbrews tells us that Jesus 
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forever. 

The Church is his Church whether he 
established it 2,000 years ago or yesterday — 
his are all times and all ages, to him be glory 
and power now and for ever. 

Valerie Bonham 
Valerie Bonham lives in Clewer. Her husband 
is in charge of St Agnes’ church. She is the Chair- 
man of the Church Union in the Oxford Diocese. 
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Celebrations in embroidery 


New vestments for Stonesfield, 
and a banner for the 
new Otmoor Benefice 



“NOT Solomon in all his glory”. Jesus was referring of course 
to the wild flowers of the field, and wild flowers of Oxfordshire 
in all their glory also wreathe the cross in a new set of festal 
vestments recently acquired by the Parish Church of St James 
the Great, Stonesfield. They were dedicated at a celebration 
Eucharist on the first Sunday after Christmas by Canon John 
Grimwade, recently-retired Priest-in-Charge of Stonesfield. 

The vestments, designed by Sue-EUen Pedley, were made by 
members of the Christ Church Embroidery Centre, Oxford, 
who also completed a red set of vestments for Stonesfield in 1984. 
The flowers on the chasuble and stole include mallow, fritip- 
pary and rosebay willow herb. They are worked or nue on Jap 
gold using pure silk threads — a technique used only in the finest 
medieval embroidery, and rarely used in modern work. 

Photo shows (left to right) Miss Caroline Farrar, Mrs Helene 
Lister-Cheese, Mrs Sue-EUen Pedley and Sister Anne Francis, 
with Canon Grimwade. 

• The uniting Islip, Charlton-on-Otmoor, Oddington, Noke and 
Woodeaton into one Benefice is permanently celebrated with 
another magnificent piece of embroidery. 

The Benefice has just produced its own banner, and on New 
Year’s Eve it was formally dedicated. The design was by 
Reginald Grimshaw, formerly Head of Art at Oxford 
Polytechnic and until last year a churchwarden at Noke. 

It incorporates the five churches dedications: the Uly of St 
Mary’s, Charlton; the saltire and thistles for St Andrew’s, Od- 
dington, the ship for St Nicholas, Islip and the hind for St Giles, 
Noke, with the central Cross for the Holy Rood, Woodeaton. 

The needlework was carried out by Eina Argyle, Rosemary 
Craig, Ann Howard and Barbara Tobin, whose husband did 
the metalwork. ^ ; . 



General Synod: Reflections 

Fighting for the 
Church’s future 


“TELL me,” said a woman in 
our congretation, when I return- 
ed from November’s General 
Synod, “Tell me. I am 76 years 
old. Will I live to see a woman 
priest celebrating Communion 
in our churches?” 

She looks very fit and active, 
so we decided that she might 
make it; but as a result of the re- 
cent sessions, she has got to wait 
a little longer yet. 

As well as those who wait im- 
patiently, there are of course 
those who hope it will never 
happen. General Synod tends to 
be the butt of both sides, and the 
members are frequently on the 
receiving end of anger and fierce 
lobbying. 

Whatever your point of view, 
you may rest assured that it was 
well aired in November. Synod 
gave 13 hours to debating the 
Measure that sets out to make 
the ordination of women to the 
priesthood legal in the Church 
of England. It also is intended 
to protect those who find it 
against their conscience and 
beliefs to accept it. 

The Archbishop of Canter- 
bury gave encouragement to the 
Synod to proceed with the 
legislation. He said that it was 
not correct to suggest that the or- 
dination of women was the on- 
ly obstacle to unity with Rome; 
nor that all the obstacles come 
from the Anglican side. 

He subsequently said that he 
believed that the theological 
arguments justified, as well as 
increasingly required, the or- 
dination of women to the 
priesthood. 

The debate was very respon- 
sible, very intense and often 
emotional. It was a unique but 
painful experience to be there. 


I found it as gripping as a 
dramatic performance, but one 
of those productions where the 
audience can shape the outcome 
of the play. 

The coffee room was visited 
only when dehydration threaten- 
ed. Every speech was listened to 
and every point considered. 

The concentration was that of 
a surgical team involved in a life 
and death struggle. We did, in- 
deed, feel we were fighting for 
the life of the church of 
England, fighting that it should 
not be split apart by the issue. 
We were struggling to make it 
possible for the opponents of the 
Measure to stay within the 
Church and that senior posts 
should not be barred to them. 
We want any futher haemor- 
rhage to be minimal. 

In case there should be some 
who feel they must leave the 
stipendiary ministry, we shall 
continue the debate at the 
February Synod by looking at 
financial provisions for these 
people. Following that, the 
debate will move to the councils 
and synods of diocese, deanery 
and parish. 

It is important that all the 
members of the Church of 
England become informed about 
the issues. This is likely to be 
seen as a watershed in the 
Church’s history, and General 
Synod is hoping to hear the 
voices of the people of the 
parishes. 

The next Synod meets on 
February 19. Please pray for us. 

Hilary Unwin 
Hilary Unwin is Training Officer 
for the Amersham Deanery. She 
points out that anyone can listen 
to the Synod debates from the 
public gallery. 
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Guardian Court 



FROM £59,500 


• Resident Warden 

• 24 hour emergency alarm system 

• Residents’ lounge & guest suite 

• Gold Medallion central heating system 

• Landscaped grounds with summer house 

• Double glazing 

• Lift 


SHOW FLATS 
NOW OPEN! 

Friday to Monday 
* 11am to 4pm 
Tel: 0295 271973 



FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 

JANET BLAY, GUARDIAN HOUSING ASSOCIATION. 
ANCHOR HOUSE. 269A BANBURY ROAD. 

OXFORD 0X2 7HU TELEPHONE: (0865) 311711 


The Guardian Housing Association, established in 1972, have through 
18 years of experience become specialists in the provision and 
management of retirement homes in the UK. Established with the 
main objective of providing a good standard of retirement housing 
and caring, affordable management services, the Association now 
manage in excess of 4,000 retirement homes throughout the country. 
Through Guardians years of experience, the Association has gain- 
ed considerable knowledge of the housing needs of the older home 
owner. On all Guardian developments particular attention is always 
paid to design and construction so that special features to meet such 
needs are incorporated into each home. Of course these features may 
not be immediately necessary but they offer an insurance agains the 
kind of future problems which could arise. 

The arrangements made for managements services on a retiement 
development are crucial to achieving a living environment that is 
both secure and trouble free and Guardian believes this to be a highly 
responsible and specialised activity. 

Being a charitable organisation Guardian can ensure that commer- 
cial considerations do not overshadow the needs of the residents. 
Guardians caring professional approach provides the quality of ser- 
vice required. 

Guardian Court, Middleton Road, Banbury, is an example of Guar- 
dians professionalism comprised of 54 one and two bedroom lux- 
ury flats set in private, beautifully landscaped grounds. Guardian 
Court offers a luxury secure retirement. 

In addition to the flats and grounds, residents have the exclusive 
use of a modem laundry. A guest suite for visitors and a comfor- 
tably furnished residents lounge with attractive patio and kitchen. 
The flats themselves benefit from fully fitted kitchens, coloured 
bathroom suites and ample storage space. They are also well insulated 
with double glazing throughout to ensure cosiness without high fuel 
bills. 

There is no better tribute to the quality of Guardians homes — and 
the quality of their management than the fact that throughout the 
UK over 4,000 homeowners have entrusted their future to us. 
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Harefield 
0895 822297 

Eastcote 
01-866 0688 

Beaconsfield 
(0494) 672668 

Ruislip 
(0895) 632553 

Gerrards Cross 
(0753) 882644 

TILBURY HOUSE 
SHEPHERDS LANE 
BEACONSFIELD, BUCKS 

West Drayton 
(0895) 442032 


PRATTS OF 
DORCHESTER 


Established 1945 

Engine Centre, Short & Full 
Engines, Gearboxes. Large stock of 
manual gearboxes. Differentials — 
large stock. Cylinder Heads — large 
stock. kKA/U 
★ FITTING SERVICE ^ AS\ 
it MoT TESTING STATION < SEEM > 
Quality and Reliability at TVK 
Reasonable prices _ 

‘ COURTESY CAR FREE ON MAJOR 
REPAIRS 


Tel: OXFORD 340463 


Christian 
Rural Centre 

Certificate Courses In 
Rural & Green Issues 

For four days to 20 weeks. 

Starting in March and October. 

Write to Tony Hodgson 
Manor Farm House, Calton 

Waterhouse, Stoke on Trent 
ST10 3JX 


SICK PAY 



If you are sick — 
who pays the bills 


Protect your families income, 
join our sickness benefit 
scheme from only £1 .62 per 
week (age 40), provides 
£100 weekly when sick. 

For details write to: 

ANCIENT ORDER OF 
FORESTERS 

FREEPOST 51 HILL 
AVENUE 
AMERSHAM 
BUCKS HP6 5BR 
or Tel: (0494) 433604 

Member of LAUTRO 
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vice required. 
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The Churches and the 
Broadcasting Bill 


YOUNG DOOR 


When Christmas 
crackers came 
to Chesham! 


THE publication of the Govern- 
ment’s long-awaited bill on the 
deregulation of radio and televi- 
sion broadcasting has woken up 
a previously-slumbering Church 
both to the opportunities and 
the dangers in a market-led 
broadcasting service. 

Evangelical groups have been 
disturbed by the rather curious 
discrimination against religious 
organisations owning radio or 
television outlets, when there 
would be a public outcry if the 
Government tried to stop them 
publishing newspapers (or, for 
that matter, parish magazines!). 
But this is frankly a diversion 
from the real issues of the Bill. 
The Church’s objections are not 
just a matter of sanctified self- 
interest. 

There is a real fear, shared by 
the broadcasting professionals, 


UNEMPLOYMENT, especially 
long-term unemployment, rose 
dramatically in the 1980s. The 
figures have been falling now for 
many months, although much less 
rapidly for the long-term 
unemployed. There are around three 
quarters of a million people, men 
and women, who have been without 
a job for more than a year, and many 
of them have been unemployed for 
many years. 

Unemployment Sunday will be 
observed this year on February 25. 
It is seen as an occasion when church 
congregations throughout the coun- 
try can bring their concerns about 
work and unemployment to God in 
sorrow and in thankfulness. It is an 
opportunity for all Christian people, 
employed, in training and 
unemployed, in many different cir- 
cumstances, to pray together about 
the difficulties which have to be fac- 
ed by those who have been without 
work for a long time. 


that the auctioning of franchises 
to the highest bidder will leave 
television companies little alter- 
native to making cheap, mass- 
entertainment programmes and 
abandoning the more expensive 
quality programming, together 
with childrens programming, 
education and religion, in order 
to recoup their costs and make 
a profit for their shareholders. 
Coupled with a ‘lighter touch’ 
quality control (with no provi- 
sion for viewing a piece before 
it is broadcast), and the abolition 
of the IB A, the definition of 
‘quality programming’ is left a 
little woolly. 

“Quality of programming, 
and not money, should be the 
single most important criterion 
in awarding a licence to broad- 
cast,” say the Churches. 

This statement is repeated in 


Unemployment Sunday is spon- 
sored by Church Action with the 
Unemployed — CAWTU — a chari- 
ty supported by the Churches, which 
was founded in the early 1980s to at- 
tract the attention of church con- 
gregations throughout the country to 
the plight of the unemployed. 

CAWTU is working actively with 
the churches in a number of activities 
which it is hoped will help 
unemployed people in their difficult 
circumstances. One such project, 
Linking Up, involves cooperating 
with the Churches in Urban Priori- 
ty Areas in programmes to regen- 
erate the local economy. 

The CAWTU launchpad pro- 
gramme is designed to help long- 
term unemployed people to enhance 
their quality of life. Launchpad 
schemes have been set up with local 
churches in different parts of the 
country, and aim to give 
unemployed people the opportunities 
to develop new skills by providing 


a recent letter signed by 10 
representatives of major 
denominations (including the 
Bishop of St Albans, who is 
chairman of the Church of 
England Committee for Com- 
munications), in which they ad- 
dress some of the concerns 
raised by the bill. The letter, 
written to the Home Secretary 
and members of the committee 
reviewing the legislation, also 
makes the point that people liv- 
ing in remote parts of Britain are 
likely to suffer from very limited 
choice of programmes unless the 
Bill specifies that they should 
not be discriminated against 
because they live a long way 
from a transmitter. 

The Churches’ interest in 
religious programming is not 
forgotten, either. “We have a 
particular interest in religious 


premises, tools and equipment, such 
as typewriters, sewing machines, 
garden tools and photographic 
equipment. Launchpad has recent- 
ly started a programme to provide 
books for the children of 
unemployed parents. 

More information about 
Unemployment Sunday in par- 
ticular, and'Church Action with the 
Unemployed m general may be ob- 
tained from: Church Action with the 
Unemployed, 45b Blythe Street, 
London E2 6LN - 01490 3990. Or 
the local Contact Persons: Berkshire 
— Mrs Jo Saunders, 6 Aldeboume 
Road, Burnham, Bucks SL1 7NJ; 
Buckinghamshire: the Revd Michael 
Whalley, The Vicarage, St James 
Way, Bierton, Aylesbury HP22 
5ED; Oxfordshire — the Revd Alan 
Simmonds, 5 Upland Park Road, 
Oxford OX2 7RU. 

Alan Simmonds 

The Revd Alan Simmonds is a non- 
stipendory minister in Oxford. 


programmes. Sometimes these 
are carelessly described as a 
‘minority interest’. But most 
television programmes are of 
‘minority interest’. We ask that 
religious programmes be 
specified among those which 
would comprise a properly 
diverse output.” 

The Church leaders also ask 
for research into the influence 
radio and television advertising 
have on the nation, and that the 
government should think 
carefully before allowing 
religious advertising. 

The Church has a vital role to 
play in the area of broadcasting 
— which it will achieve only if 
church members (and not 
Church media specialists alone) 
take an interest in what is pro- 
posed for their radio and televi- 
sion programmes. 

Richard Thomas 
Richard Thomas is Diocesan 
Communications Officer for the 
Diocese of Oxford. 


Lent radio 

TURNING POINTS is a series of, 
five BBC Radio Oxford half- 
hour programmes for Lent 
1990, to be broadcast on Mon- 
days at 7pm beginning March 5. 

The programmes which have 
been written by Spirit Level’s 
Paul Moore, a curate at St An- 
drew’s, North Oxford, have 
been devised to complement the 
national Turning Points Lent 
Study Course and will use a live- 
ly mixture of comic and serious 
drama sketches performed by 
local Christians, music and in- 
terviews. 

Each programme looks at a 
different challenge of the Chris- 
tian Faith. More from Paul 
Moore: Oxford 53944. 


FOR three weeks before 
Christmas, Chesham and Amer- 
sham Christian young people 
organised and ran their own ver- 
sion of “Christmas Cracker”, 
and raised £5,500, beating the 
target by ten per cent. It was one 
of about 150 similar restaurants 
all over the country. 

The idea, conceived by Oasis 
Trust’s Director Steve Chalke, 
was to open restaurants selling 
Third World goods at Western 
prices. Emmanual CYFA, 
together with Broadway Bap- 
tist’s youth group, couldn’t 
resist the challenge of finding 
premises and arranging staff. 
The target of £5,000 seemed in- 
credibly daunting, but if God 
was in this, it would all come 
together. 

Initially, it was impossible to 
obtain premises. But just a week 
before the planned opening date 
— December 4th — the Pruden- 
tial agreed to let us have their 
old shop rent-free. 

The aim was to mobilise as 
many young people as possible 
from all sorts of churches in and 
around the area. The encourage- 
ment and experience given by 
some of our mothers and their 
friends was invaluable, and 
although young people were the 
principal volunteers, there was 
no shortage of helpers of all 
ages. In total the six-day rota 
was staffed for three weeks by 
around 40 people from 10 chur- 
ches, although the core churches 
were Broadway Baptist and Em- 
manuel in Chesham and St 
Leonard’s, Chesham Bois. 

The restaurant opened daily 
from 11 am to 5 pm and 6.30 
pm to 10 pm, serving coffee, 
tea, cakes and biscuits, soup and 
main meals which were chilli, 
goulash or curry with rice or 


jacket potatoes (spot the Third 
World connection!). 

Lunch times were especially 
busy and thanks go to the many 
people who cooked and those 
who provided everything from 
lino to blocks of Cheddar. 

While in many ways 
“Christmas Cracker” was low 
key evangelism, it put Chris- 
tianity on the street, and there 
was a friendly welcome to 
anyone who walked through the 
door. There was a real sense of 
joy in serving Christ. 

It just shows what can be done 
when you are bold enough to 
respond to what was evidently 
God’s idea. All it needs is for us 
to “get off our backsides” and 
wait to see what benefits come 
from a bit of simple obedience! 

Sarah Brown 
Sarah Brown is 18. She was one 
of the organisers of Christmas 
Cracker which was promoted by 
Oasis Trust which exists to sup- 
port the ministry of Steve 
Chalke, a young Baptist minister 
whose main concern is for hous- 
ing and training young people in 
the inner city. All the money 
raised has gone to Tear Fund 
projects in the Third World 
countries especially India. 


Lent training 

LENT 1990 Group Leaders 
Training evenings led by Lenora 
Wilson, Parish Development 
Adviser for Berkshire. 

February 5: St Michael’s 
Church Annexe, Bracknell 
(Council of Churches), 8-9.45 
pm. Details, the Revd Peter 
Bannister 0344 422819. 

February 14: St Mary’s School, 
Wantage (Ormond Road en- 
trance) 7.45-9.30 pm. Details, 
the Revd Jim Payne 03677 274. 


For the unemployed 


I 

I 


11-17 AUG UST 1990 

A Christian celebration 
featuring Worship and 
the Word of God , led by: 

David & Mary 
Pytches and 
Barry Kissell 

(St Andrew's, Chorleywood) 

at the Royal Bath and West Showground, Shepton Mallet, Somerset 


WORSHIP 


Led by Andy Park and Bryn Haworth from the Vineyard. 


CHILDRENS PROGRAMME. SEMINARS. 
LEISURE ACTIVITIES. YOUTH EVENTS FEATURING: 
EMILE & FRIENDS/NANETTE WELMAN 
THE WOEBEGONE BROTHERS/VIDEO EXPRESS 
OXFORD CIRCUS COMEDY REVUE 



Speakers include John Hughes, J. John, David Parker, 
* John Mumford and Bob Hopkins. 


Please send me a brochure 

Name : 

Address 




Enclose with a s.a.e. to: “New Wine ’90”, 

Kingdom Power Trust, 37 Quickley Lane, Chorleywood, Herts WD3 5AE. Tel: (09278) 4735 


CHRISTIAN SINGLES. 

Friendship Contacts 
Fellowship Groups 
Holidays 
Social Events 
(Oxford) 

C.F.F. 

Dept/C6 

Edenthorpe, Doncaster 



® 0491 7 
225 


® 0734 
665918 



THAMES VALLEY ANIMAL WELFARE 

and 

CENTRAL MISSING PET REGISTER 
PLEASE HELP US TO HELP YOU 


Inform us if you have lost a pet or found a stray 
Home always needed for dogs and cats donations welcome. 


GET FIT ... 

NOT FAT 


SAFE WEIGHT LOSS 
MONITORED BY 
EXPERIENCED DOCTORS 

FAST SAFE WEIGHT LOSS 

It's simple and safe — one pill per day makes you feel less hungry and enables 
you to keep to a calorie controlled diet. A complete re-education of eating 
habits to aid permanent weight reduction. Monitored by experienced doctor. 

£13 weekly 

(including medication) 

Just call in at: 

BERKSHIRE DIET CENTRE 

18 CROSS STREET, READING, BERKS 

(Opposite Marks & Spencer) 

or Telephone: 

0734 505227 

CLINIC TIMES: — ^ 

Monday/T uesday /Thursday /Friday 
1 1 .30am to 8pm 
Wednesday 4pm to 8pm 
Saturday 10am to 4pm 
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fit 

GUN'CABINET 

STRATFORD TOOLS LIMITED 

A BRITISH STANDARD APPROVED COMPANY 

1 Manufactured from 14swg steel. 

2 Secured by two 7 lever locks 

3 Concealed hinges 

4 Drilled ready for fixing 

5 Fully welded construction 

6 Door and cabinet edges folded for extra strength 

7 Foam pad in base 

8 Tod comDartment with 7 lever lock optional 

9 Covered hardwood barrel supports 

10 Tough silver-grey stoved hammer finish 

4 GUN: Ex-Works Price: 

£79.00 + VAT 
6 GUN with Locking Top: 

Ex-Works Price: 

£98.00 + VAT 

Delivery extra if required 

Stratford Tools Ltd 

58 Burners Lane South 
Kiln Farm 

Milton Keynes MK11 3HD 
Telephone: (0908) 261600 
Telex: 826548 
Fox: (0908) 561181 


— We 

Make 

Beds! 

LANE END ROAD, 
SANDS, HIGH WYCOMBE 

( 0494)441180 


foa map haw seen oar ai's before, but haw poa been insiJe oar store 

U/ai /a aa J Laam i Ah A I f Uh/U Iaa/i hilt hlltfA/t JlVA4ff u ja/a /Ml li/I j/M-LI 
wwC rP In/I Uttll WCII WwfW n/Inlt UUI UUJVfi WCqII W iP WrlW )TrviW» 

Oat stock are fronting mere ini mere, me trptobelpfoa that's for sare. 

BEPROOM PIKE the price is ripht, beds ani banks areal in sipht. 
Vhen "thin/dap" bets remember too, me MAKE andsellPIRECTTOM 




FULL Y ASSEMBLED 

PINE 



BEDS 


’|.U. Ail/ 

-imw " 



MON-SAT SUNDAY 

10.00*5.00 10.400 



Obituary: Bishop Cyril Bulley 


A man ordinary yet rare 



FEW people can have had such an active retirement 
as Bishop Bulley. He came to this Diocese in 1975 
after offering his services free to the church in 
Australia for the first year of his retirement. 

He was much sought after for Confirmations, 
Quiet Days, speaking engagements, preachments 
right up until his eightieth birthday and after. In 
his last Confirmation at All Saints, Ascot, he 
celebrated the Eucharist, confirmed, preached and 
was the last to leave the church hall after the 
refreshments. He was an evangelist bishop and that 
stood out more than anything else. 

He had a successful ministry from the start. 
Favoured by Bishop Barry of Southwell, he rose 
through the ranks of the Ministry in days when 
clergy were held in great respect and when the 
Church spoke with greater confidence. He put it all 
to best advantage, working tirelessly, taking his 
holidays reluctantly, and hating those parts of his 
job that took him out of his diocese (Carlisle). 

He was devoted to his clergy and their families, 
and made his friendships among them. He took the 
best from all churchmanships and only towards the 
end fully appreciated the Catholic observance of Ho- 
ly Week when he went to assist in a parish in Lon- 
don. He loved the charismatic hymns that came into 
the Church’s life well after he had retired. 


Shortly before he died, he had to respond three 
times at a moment’s notice in his preaching 
engagements to untimely and grievous death. One 
of these was a motor accident when a 19-year-old 
boy was killed. He gave up driving after this, not 
wanting ever to be the cause of such a death. 

At this time, too, he wrote to Archbishop Runcie 
offering to go to Beirut and mediate for Terry Waite. 
He had no dependants, he said, and he would will- 
ingly give himself as a replacement. 

On a different front, he gave all the royalties of 
his occasional verse which he collected together in 
“Faith Fire and Fun” to Helen House in Oxford. 
Typically, all the orders were wrapped in parcels 
and sent from his village post office in Hagbourne 
in order to keep it open. 

Untouched by doubts in his belief, he was ordinary 
yet rare. His ministry in Berkshire will be much 
missed, as will his friendship and affection for those 
who knew him. 

Christopher Hewetson 

There will be a Service of Thanksgiving for the life 
of Cyril Bulley on Tuesday, February 6 at 11.30am 
at St Andrew’s Church, Hagbourne near Didcot, when 
the Bishop of Reading will preside and Bishop Eric 
Wilde will preach. 


images of God 


Political 

WE say that God is “King of Kings”, but 
King is a word drawn from the political 
realm. So how does political vocabulary in- 
teract with our descriptions of God? And 
to what effect? This is a crucially impor- 
tant subject. Getting it wrong can lead to 
millions going to the gas chambers. 

David Nicholls’ book, Deity and 
Domination (Routledge, £35.00) is a learn- 
ed, wide-ranging and interesting book on 
the subject. As a writer on politics and 
political theory as well as theology, he is 
well qualified for the job. 

David Nicholls rejects the simplistic view 
that our concept of God simply mirrors our 
notion of the state. Sometimes, the influ- 
ence is the other way around, as when 
liberal notions of God in the United States 
led the way for Roosevelt’s new deal. 
Although our understanding of God has a 
social and political context, of which we 
must be aware, descriptions of God which 
may originally have been drawn from the 
political realm take on a life of their own. 
Whilst more often than not they may rein- 
force a particular notion of the state, they 
can also offer a healthy critique of it. 

David Nicholls exposes many assump- 
tions that we take for granted: for exam- 
ple in his exploration of the relationship 
between the rise of the welfare state and 
current notions of a benevolent God. Often, 
his exposure has a valuable toughness: 
“Modem Western Christians have in- 
vented a God without enemies, a God who 
does not take sides, but spends his time 
conciliating and manipulating, like a 
celestial personnel manager. He is the God 
of the comfortable and contented”. 

Dr Nicholls is critical of the too-easy 
Christian acceptance of the state as God- 
given, and has more than a sneaking sym- 
pathy for anarchy; but his theology is 
robustly orthodox. Although we are cor- 
rect to search after metaphors of God which 
stress co-operation and participation in his 
work rather than dominance and submis- 
sion, he argues that we cannot simply dis- 
card traditional images of sovereignty. 
Moreover, it is only if we do proper justice 
both to the transcendent and immenent 
aspects of God that we can avoid a false 
theology leading to dangerous political 


theory (as happened with such disastrous 
affects in Germany). 

On the other hand we need, no less, those 
images of God which stress the freedom 
and responsibility of human beings to strug- 
gle against the world as we have it. David 
Nicholls does not think that there is any one 
image of God which is right. Rather, we 
need to balance one image by another in 
relation to the actual situation in which we 
find ourselves. 

This book is on an important subject that 
we all ought to think about rather more than 
we do. Although learned, it poses a funda- 
mental practical question to every Chris- 
tian believer. How far does our under- 
standing of God help us to struggle against 
the manifold injustices of the world? Or 
does it allow one to be content with things 
as they are? 

+ Richard Oxon 

The Revd David Nicholls is Vicar of SS 
Mary the Virgin and Nicholas , Littlemore, 
Oxford. 


Time for Lent 

LENT provides an annual opportunity for 
all Christians to brush up on their relation- 
ship with God. It is good to have a Lent 
book, either to read in private or to share 
with a group of friends. Let me commend 
two books, which I, and several people 
here, have found helpful, easy to read and 
challenging' in their different ways. 

The first is a little book by Angela 
Ashwin called Heaven in Ordinary 
(Mayhew McCrimmon, £2.75). Busy peo- 
ple always say they have no time to pray. 
There is no time to ‘be’; life is all do, do, 
do. Activity does not allow room to be still, 
to be silent and alone. Here are 37 short, 
but pithy, ‘thoughts’ which amount to a 
chain of prayer. It is a perfect, private, 
manual of prayer for Lent. It is a guide 
which will help reveal the extra-ordinary 
in our very ordinary lives. 

The sub-title may be a slight ‘turn off 
for some people. It is ‘Contemplative 
Prayer in Ordinary Life’. Its motive is 
simply to encourage thought, and many 


people will appreciate this honest record 
of one who has publicly opened and shared 
her window into God. 

The second book is by Charles Elliott 
called Praying through Paradox (Fount, 
£2.50). The author asks some rather sear- 
ching questions of the reader, as he leads 
us to look at those familiar contradictions 
which we face in our everyday life. How 
can we be penniless, yet own the world? 
How can we die and yet still live on? He 
addresses seven such questions and 
presents a little ‘exercise’ after each 
chapter. 

This is very suitable for use by a group. 
If faced honestly, they can ‘hurt’. They en- 
courage the reader to do that ‘inner work’ 
so necessary for those who sincerely follow 
the pilgrim way. 

Lent is also a time for attending to wor- 
ship. Two books are helpful guides. The 
first is Lent, Holy Week and Easter. It is 
a manual of Services and Prayers which 
may be used at this special time to en- 
courage a greater understanding of it. 
There are useful alternatives, and many 
will find the places of silence within the 
corporate form of worship a welcome and 
helpful innovation. Many will find the In- 
troductory Notes to each section instruc- 
tive. They are an essential preamble to the 
actual worship and can quite profitably be 
used in the sermon slot. It is published by 
Church House and is commended for use 
by the House of Bishops of the General 
Synod of the Church of England. 

The second book is called The Sacra- 
ment of Easter by Roger Greenacre and 
Jeremy Haselock. It concentrates mosdy on 
the ceremonies of Holy Week and follows 
the rites of the Roman Catholic Church. 
However, before that is dismissed as irrele- 
vant, it must be said that this book gives 
long overdue attention to this wonderfully 
rich week in the life and death of Our Lord. 
For those who give this week the priority 
it unquestionably deserves this book 
deserves the description ‘essential reading’. 

Richard Woodward 

The Revd Richard Woodward is Vicar of 
St Michael and All Angels , Beaconsfield. 




FASCIA WISE 

MANUFACTURERSOFOUROWN PRODUCT 
• WINDOWS • DOORS • 

• PATIO DOORS • CONSERVATORIES 
• FASCIAS • GUTTERING • 


Designed to brighten 
your outlook! 

MAINTENANCE FREE: 

BARGEBOARDS, SOFFITS 


& GUTTERING 


FASCIA WISE art a Witney based company, who have been established in the area for almost 
five years. 

The company, owned by partners Peter Catchpole. Tom Rafferty, and Phil Francis provide 
their customers with the most comprehensive choice of uPVC windows, doors and con- 
servatories in the area. % 

Because all of the units are manufactured on-stte by the company, customers not only receive 
a product which is wholly manufactured in Britain, but are also designed and manufactured to 
the clients own specifications. 

Whatever the size, shape or design of window, conservatory or door. Fascia Wise can make 
your idea become a reality. 

All Fascia Wise's products are fitted by their own fully trained, experienced team of fitters, 
and their work, along with the products themselves are covered by a comprehensive 10 year 
guarantee. 

If you would like a free, no obligation quote, why not telephone Fascia Wise, and arrange for 
one of their consultants to survey your home? Appointments can also be made during the eve- 
ning. Telephone. Witney 771881 for further details. 


FASCIA WISE 

SHOWROOM: Unit 2. 

T.F. Smith Buildings. Newland, 
Witney. Tel: (0993) 771881 

(Turn by Griffin Pub on the old A40) 


OPEN: 

Monday-Friday 
9. 00am- 5. 00pm 
Saturday 

9.00am- 1 2.00 noon 
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Diocesan frontiers 



Church: A district church. 
Part of Langley Marish Parish 
which also includes the Chur- 
ches of St Francis and of St 
Mary the Virgin. The present 
building dates from 1981 , and 
is modest and multipurpose. It 
stands on a main road adjoin- 
ing the vicarage and has a 
study and a community room 
where services are held and 
where everything, even the 
altar, is movable. During the 
week the worship area is used 
by a mothers and toddlers 
group. Weight watchers and 
other local organisations. 

Electoral Roll: 301 for the 
whole Parish. 41 are in the 
district of Christ the Worker. 

Clergy: The Rector is the 
Revd Jeremy Hurst. He is also 
Team Rector of the Langley 
Marish Clergy team. Which 
includes the Revd Paul Brown 
(St Mary’s), the Revd John 
Day (St Francis’) and the Revd 
Michael Taylor (Team 
Vicar/Education Chaplain). 

Licensed Lay Worker: Peter 
Toms. 

Church Wardens (district): 
Marian Green and Ruth 
Bedford. 

Sunday Service: 9.30am 
Family Communion. 

Average attendance: 35 

adults, eight children. 

Prayer Books used: ASB Rite 
A. 

Hymn Book: English Hymnal 
and English Praise plus home- 
produced song-book. 

Sunday School: In the 
vicarage during the service, 
15-20 children aged 3-10 in 
two groups. Leader: Doris 
Taylor. Two teachers each 
week from a rota of six. From 
time to time other activities. 

Other services: Wednesdays, 
9,30 am — Holy Communion; 
first Thursday of the month, 
8pm — Sacrament of Healing. 

Parish Magazine: Edited by 
Jeremy Hurst for the whole 
parish. Circulation 600. It in- 
cludes some community as 
well as church news. 

Other Activities: Bible study 
groups twice weekly, prayer 
group last Wednesday of the 
month. Other activities 
organised mainly on a parish 
level with St Mary’s. Some, 
like Women’s World Day of 
Prayer, are ecumenical. Parish 
fund-raising for renovation 
works at St Mary’s. Celebra- 
tions for Christ the Worker’s 
25th anniversary on January 
24 1990 include a party 
(January 27 at 6pm) and on 
January 28 a 10.30 am Holy 
Communion Service con- 
ducted by the Revd Ian Cook 
who took the first service in 
the Welfare Centre. 


T he Good Church Guide 
describes the Church of 
Christ the Worker as a 
‘ ‘ frontier church ’ ’ , and 
you only have to go there to see 
why. Sandwiched between a 
garage and a pub on an urban 
dual carriageway it stands in 
lonely Christian witness at the 
frontiers of a very secular world 
of vast housing estates, sprawl- 
ing factories and modern shop- 
ping precints. If there were 
urban priority areas in the Ox- 
ford Diocese this would almost 
certainly be one of them. 

John Betjeman may have been 
exaggerating when he wrote his 
famous lines: 

‘ ‘ Come friendly bombs and fall 
on Slough 

It isn’t fit for humans now. ” 

Even so, the creeping ur- 
banisation which so horrified 
him can still shock a visitor from 
more rural parts of our Diocese. 
It isn’t easy on the eye, and the 
five original villages on the 
north bank of the Thames have 
been swamped in an endless sea 
of bricks and concrete to form 
the modern Slough, skirted by 
the M4 motorway and 
overflown by countless jumbo 
jets from Heathrow. 

Langley was one of those 
villages, and its medieval 
Church of St Mary’s is an 
acknowledged gem. However, 


in the 1960s huge new council 
and private housing estates 
began to be built in the Parlaunt 
Park area and it became clear 
that the new community needed 
a church of its own. A group of 
energetic St Mary’s parishioners 
sent letters out to all the 
residents in the Parlaunt Road 
District followed up by a visit, 
and invited them to a service in 
the Welfare Clinic in Parlaunt 
Road on January 24 1964. 

Some 67 people turned up on 
that Sunday morning. Among 
them were Eleanor and Derek 
Cryer, who write: “The Health 
Centre was absolutely packed, 
and many of those who came 
stayed on as members. It was 
quite comical to sit in the service 
and see behind the preacher 
notices on the wall about rubella 
and family planning!’’ 

Eventually, a vicarage was 
built on a piece of land adjoin- 
ing the clinic and the church 
squeezed into its study/meeting 
room until the present dual pur- 
pose Church/Community Room 
was built with the help of grants 
from both the Diocese and 
Berkshire Social Services, and 
opened in 1981. 

As the estates grew to their 
present size of 8500 households, 
letters of welcome were sent to 
each newcomer and an annual 
Christmas letter is sent still to 


every home. It is a formidable 
task and yet typical of the 
hopeful way in which the 
Church has gone about its 
ministry over the past 25 years. 
As Jeremy Hurst writes in his 
jubilee letter “It is a church 
which was founded in hope, has 
been sustained by hope, and 
looks forward in hope.’’ 

He himself seems particular- 
ly well suited to the challenge of 
an urban church. He is the son 
of a country rector, but his or- 
dained ministry has taken him to 
Woolwich where his room 
overlooked the Royal Docks, 
and also into school teaching. 
He eventually became deputy 
head of a Maidenhead com- 
prehensive where he was 
responsible for the daily 
discipline of 1100 boys — “a 
cross-section of human nature’’. 
Then came a turning point as he 
wondered how he should spend 
the rest of his life, and six years 
ago he came to Langley with his 
family. 

Despite his boundless op- 
timism he doesn’t pretend it is 
an easy task. The total popula- 
tion of Langley is 25,000, and 
in an average year the three 
churches have to cope with 126 
baptisms, 60 weddings and 167 
funerals. “We bury the dead , 
marry them and christen their 
babies, but don’t see people 
otherwise, and it is a matter of 



A plain workman-like exterior 



The Revd Jeremy Hurst with George and Doreen 
Witney, founder members, pictured inside the Church 
Community Room. 


deepest regret to me that people 
who turn to the Church at these 
moments in their lives are not 
here to be sustained by the 
regular ministry of the 
Church.’’ 

There does, however, seem to 
be genuine cause for hope. No 
mass conversions, no dramatic 
growth in the life of the church, 
perhaps, but a gradual inroad in- 
to the surrounding secular 
world. A quarter of the con- 
gregation have been confirmed 
as adults, and many have been 
brought to the church through 
-personal contact. A mother in 
her sixties decided to be con- 
firmed after her daughter’s con- 
firmation. Another woman was 
brought by a neighbour and yet 
another came because the girl 
next to her on a local factory 
assembly line “had something 
she wanted”. 

Despite its youth and movable 
furniture, the church also seems 
to have a clear sense of its own 
identity. Jeremy Hurst has firm- 
ly resisted the temptation to go 
“folksy”. The Eucharist is sung 
and the liturgical calendar is 
kept. Though there are informal 
touches such as the all-age con- 
firmation classes held in the con- 
text of the services, this is a 
church with a solid and very still 
centre. 

It has also managed to remain 
a family church. There are few 
visitors and those who come 
from the surrounding estates 
know one another well, so that 


even on a windy December day 
in the middle of a flu epidemic 
there was a remarkable sense of 
fellowship. Doreen Witney, one 
of the three founder members 
who still attend the church says: 
“I always felt going to church 
in a hall didn’t seem right, but 
I found everyone so friendly that 
it gave you a lovely feeling and 
I have been going ever since.” 

So 25 years on, the members 
of Christ the Worker’s Church, 
like the rest of the Diocese, are 
preparing for the Decade of 
Evangelism. Compared with 
many of us they may seem much 
worse off in their little modern 
church in its bleak urban setting. 
Yet churches like these are sym- 
bols of the Church of England’s 
response to the huge movements 
of population that have taken 
place in this century and a 
reminder that every citizen, no 
matter where he lives or what he 
believes is still a parishioner of 
an accessible parish church. 

It is a responsibility which 
Jeremy Hurst and his flock are 
deeply aware of. “We don’t 
want anyone’s pity”, he says. 
“We have a sense of being 
God’s people and doing God’s 
work.” 

Christine Zwart 

If your Church is celebrating a 
special anniversary and if for 
this or any other reason you 
would like it to be considered for 
a Parish Profile please tell the 
Editor about it. 



SCORPIO 


VISA 


17-19 WEST WYCOMBE ROAD, HIGH WYCOMBE 
TEL: (0494)448171 


FREE Pillows with every Bed. 1 for single. 2 for double 


Back Care Jumbo 
Drawer Divan 

10yr tested Back 
Care Jumbo 
drawer divan 



PIm Bunk Special Offer 
Social Offer “'***"*""“ 


Special Offer 

Divan set 5" 
base (on legs) 


Wrap mW 



Orthopaedic Back 
Care Divans 


Was 

SAW 


Stowaway Beds 

2 in 1 




Specials 

Ottoman 

Single 

£159 

Double 

£199 


k 



Miami Divan 
Beds 


Sealy and 
layeezee Special 
purchase 


Orthtyndlc 
Damisk 
1 

2'6" & 3' 

£199 

4' & 4’6" 

£299 

10 Year Tested 

ORAWER DIVAN SET 





Large Pine Beds 
including mattress 


Sale on selected 
Sofa Beds 


Space Storage 
divans 



Headboards not included in bed prices 

CREDIT FACILITIES AVAILABLE 

Open Monday-Saturday 
10 am- 5 pm. 

FREE EASY PARKING 


HIGH WYCOMBE 
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FEBRUARY 

Thurs 1 and Fri 2. OXFORD. 

Department of External Studies, 
Rewley House, Wellington Square. 
“Developing a Parish Communica- 
tions Strategy” — a training course 
for parish clergy, parish ad- 
ministrators, parish and deanery in- 
formation officers. Effective 
communication within and beyond 
^ the parish via notice boards, 
magazines, newspapers, radio and 
television. Follow up review day on 
11th June. Led by Director of 
Diocesan Institute, Canon Vincent 
Strudwick and the Diocesan Com- 
munications Officer, Revd Richard 
Thomas. £5 payable on first day. 
Sat 3. ABINGDON, St Helen’s 
Church Centre 10.30am-4.00pm. 
“Renewing the Earth” — A look at 
Christian Aid’s development pro- 
jects and their relationship with the 
environment. Reflect on what the 
Christian faith has to say about 
God’s creation. £2 including lunch. 
Contct Helen Stanton Oxford 
251222. 

Mon 5. BRACKNELL, Langley 
Hall 8pm. The Foundations of Faith 
series of lectures — The Revd Canon 
J. C. Fenton of Christ Church, Ox- 
ford lectures on the Book of Daniel. 
£2.50, but details of concessions 
from Mr Stratford 0734 65340. 

Sat 10. AYLESBURY, Aston Hall, 
Civic Centre 7-10.30pm. Rock con- 
cert with Christian bands, £2.50. 
Opening event of “Break Down the 
Walls” — a fortnight of outreach ac- 
tivities for young people. Details 
from Alan Jewell 0296 82096 or 
Walton Parish Office 0296 29142. 
Mon 12. BRACKNELL, Langley 
Hall 8pm. “The Foundations of 
Faith” series of lectures — The 
Bishop of Oxford: “Is there a 
Gospel for the Rich?” £2.50, but 
details of concessions available from 
Mr Stratford 0734 65340. 

Sun 18. AYLESBURY, Holy 
Trinity Church, Walton Youth 
* Celebration Service 6.30pm, 
speaker David McDougall, Curate 
St Mary’s, Bletchley. Refreshments 
available or bring your own. 

Wed 21. WANTAGE, Parish 
Church of St Peter and Paul 8pm, 
Healing Service (Eucharist with 
laying-on of hands). 

Thurs 22, Fri 23, Sat 24. 
READING. Wesley Methodist 
Church, 7.30pm a musical play 
about John the Baptist by local 
author Sarah Griffin “All Kinds of 
Angels”. Tickets £2 in aid of 
Amnesty International, concessions 
£ 1 . 

Thurs 22. OXFORD, The 
Ecumenical Society of The Blessed 
Virgin Mary. The Revd Peter Cor- 
nwell on “Mary, a Travelling Devo- 
tion”. University Catholic 
Chaplaincy, The Old Palace, St 
Aldates 8.15pm (coffee 8pm). 

Fri 23. MAIDENHEAD, St Luke's 
Church. Light concert in aid of 


WHAT'S ON 


Organ Refurbishment fund — Band 
of the Blues and Royals with St 
Luke’s Hill Organ. Tickets £3.50 
(concessions £2.50) from Alan 
Whitfield 0628 23610 evenings and 
weekends or at door. 

Mon 26. BRACKNELL, Langley 
Hall 8pm. Foundations of Faith 
series — “Psalms for Today” by 
Enid Mellor of Kings College, Lon- 
don. Details 0734 65340. 

MARCH 

Fri 2. OXFORD. Women’s World 
Day of Prayer Services: James Street 
10. 15am; Quarry Methodist Church, 
Botley Baptist Church and St Mat- 
thew’s, Grandpont 10.30am; Salva- 
tion Army Hall, 2pm; St Andrew’s 
Dean Court 2.15pm; Blessed 
Dominic Barberi, Littlemore and 
Good Shepherd Catholic Church, 
Kennington 2.30pm; Our Lady Help 
of Christians 6pm; St Anthony’s, 
Marston 7pm. 

Wed 7. OXFORD, The Ecumenical 
Society of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
Miss Rachel Trickett, Principal of 
St Hugh’s, will speak on “A view 
from the Other Side” at St Hugh’s 
College. 8.15pm (coffee 8.00pm). 
Sat 10. SLOUGH St Mary’s, 
Langley. Evening of music in aid of 
restoration appeal. Rhymney 
Silurian Male Choir. Tickets £5 
from Mrs Green, 23 Linden House, 
Common Rd, Langley, Slough. 
Sat 10. BURNHAM, Bucks. St 
Mary’s Church, Hitcham, are 
holding their Annual Luxury Jum- 
ble Sale at 2pm at Burnham Park 
Hall. 

Sat 10. AYLESBURY, Church of 
the Holy Spirit, Bedrove. Taster day 
for those interested in joining course 
on “Exploring our Spiritualities: and 
introduction to spirituality and one- 
to-one guiding led by Shelagh 
Phillips and arranged by the Chiltem 
Christian Training Programme. 
Clergy and laity welcome. Details 
of taster day and course from the 
Revd Philip Roderick, 18 Sunters 
Wood Close, High Wycombe HP12 
4DZ. 

Thurs 15. OXFORD, Milham Ford 
School. “Families Facing the 
Future” — a day conference chaired 
by the Bishop of Oxford and 
organised by the Diocese of Oxford 
Family Life and Marriage Education 
Group (which includes represen- 
tatives from the Board for Social 
Responsibility, Council for Social 
Work, Mothers Union and Chil- 
dren’s Society). Beverages provid- 
ed, but please bring your own lunch. 
£5 (£3 unwaged). Creche available 
£1 first child, siblings 50p. Apply 
to Anne Borrodale, Oxford 244566. 
Sat 17. OXFORD. Young People 
and Worship. A day for young peo- 
ple, youth leaders and clergy. 
I0am-4pm. Cost £1.50. Details 
from Annette Nixon, Church House, 


North Hinksey, Oxford OX2 0NB 
(closing date March 12). 

Sun 18. READING, St Mary the 
Butts, 6.30pm. An Ecumenical Ser- 
vice of Thanksgiving for the Cor- 
rymeela Community and its work of 
Reconciliation. Address given by the 
Revd Michael Hollings. Details 
0734 589800. 

Wed 21. WANTAGE, Parish 
Church of St Peter and Paul, 8pm. 
Healing Service (Eucharist with 
laying-on of hands). 

Sat 24. WING, All Saints Church 
Barn Dance in Village Hall 
8pm-l 1.45pm. Tickets £3.50 (in- 
cluding Ploughmans). Telephone 
0296 688265. 

Mon 26. BRACKNELL, Langley 
Hall 8pm. Foundations of Fairth 
series — “The Role of Women in 
the Church” led by The Rt Revd 
John Taylor, Bishop of St Albans. 


NEWMAN CENTENARY 
LECTURES 

Organised by Oriel and Trinity Col- 
leges, each Tuesday at 5pm in the 
Examination Schools, High St, Ox- 
ford. Opportunity to meet the 
speakers in college afterwards. 

6 Feb: His Significance for the 
Roman Catholic Church — the Most 
Revd Eric D’Arcy, Archbishop of 
Hobart. 

13 Feb: His Work as a Philsopher 
of Religion — Dr Anthony Kenny, 
President of the British Academy. 
20 Feb: Newman the Writer — A. 
N. Wilson Esq, Novelist and 
Biographer. 

27 Feb: Newman and the Idea of a 
University — Lord Jenkins of 
Hillhead, Chancellor of the 
University. 

6 March: Ecumenical Service at 
8.30pm in the University Church. 
Preacher: The Archbishop of 
Canterbury. 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY 
PREACHERS 


University Church of St Mary the 
Virgin, Sundays 10am. 

4 Feb: The Revd Dr A. E. McGrath 
(Second Bampton Lecture. ‘Doctrine 
and Identity’). 

11 Feb: The Revd Dr A. E. 
McGrath (Third Bampton Lecture. 
‘Doctrine and Scripture’. 

18 Feb: The Revd Dr A. E. 
McGrath (Fourth Bampton Lecture. 
‘Doctrine and Experience’. 

25 Feb: The Revd Professor J. 
McManners, Chaplain and Fellow of 
All Souls’ College (On The Grace 
of Humility). 

4 March: The Rt Revd Dr A. 
Russell, Bishop of Dorchester. 


ADVANCE DIARY 
NOTICES 

6-8 April. Springboard, the Oxford 
Diocesan Youth Assembly for 16-25 
year olds. Residential at Green Park 
Youth Centre near Aylesbury. 
£23.50 but bursaries possibly 
available. Application forms from 
Annette Nixon, Church House. 
North Hinksey, Oxford OX2 0NB 
(Closing date March 26). 

PILGRIMS OF ST FRANCIS in- 
ternational ecumenical movement. 
National Pilgrimate August 25-1 
September, Sudbury to Bury St Ed- 
munds, Suffolk. Details of this and 
overseas pilgrimages from Mrs Pam 
Foster 0952 460694. 

Dr P. J. Giddings the Diocesan Lay 
Chairman and Mrs Giddings have 
moved to 5 Clifton Park Road, 
Caversham, Reading, RG4 7PD. 
Telephone 0734 470489. 

The Revd John Blyth is visiting 
East Germany, Poland, Hungary, 
Czechoslovakia and possibly 
Romania in April and would ap- 
preciate any contacts from readers. 
He will also gladly assist in helping 
churches or inviduals to establish 
links in Eastern Europe. 

English Hymnals or Ancient and 
Modern required. Please contact P. 
T. McCreighton on 086 730 7958. 
St Peter’s Church, Long Wittenham, 
have urgent need of them. 
Hughenden Parish Church has 
surplus copies of Ancient and 
M<xiern and A&M Revised in ex- 
cellent condition. Taker pays 
delivery only. Contact Arthur 
Johnson, 0494 21471. 

The Maranatha Community which 
works and prays for the coming 
together in Christ of all God’s peo- 
ple in real unity, holds monthly 
meetings in Oxford. Contact 
Sheelagh Ranger on 0608 811125. 

St Margaret’s House Residential 
Settlement, Bethnal Green, London 
E2 9PL (01-980 2090). Vacancies 
now exist for Christian men and 
women coming to take up employ- 
ment in London, particularly as 
teachers, nurses, social or church 
workers. For those wanting the 
challenge of Christian social com- 
mitment and participation in the 
restoration of an East End Charity 
contact the Administrator. Rent ££45 
per week inclusive of utility and ser- 
vice charges. 

Palm Crosses from Zululand, £5 
per 100 to help the Church in Kwa 
Zulu from The Revd J. Knight (Palm 
Crosses), Emmanuel Shared 
Church, Weston Favell Centre, Nor- 
thampton NN3 3 JR. 

Mothering Sunday Cards for 
churches. Four designs, £7 per 100 
assorted. No postal charge. Free 
samples if required. J. P. Creed, 
P.O. Box 432, Oxford OX5 9BW. 


LOW START RE-MORTGAGES 


From D.M.B. FINANCIAL SERVICES 

Licensed Credit Broker 


WITH RECENT RISES IN 
MORTGAGE INTEREST RATES, 
MANY PEOPLE ARE FINDING IT 
INCREASINGLY DIFFICULT TO 
AFFORD THE MONTHLY 
REPAYMENTS 

Funds are now available with 
interest payments as low as: 



£30,000 £99.69 

£50,000 £227.19 

£70,000 £354.69 

£100,000 £545.94 

£200,000 £1183.44 

£500,000 ..... £3095.94 


FOR ALL YOUR RE MORTGAGE AND MORTGAGE NEEDS PHONE 


DOUGLAS BOWER CHELTENHAM (0242) 251165 


OR WRITE TO 

D.M.B. FINANCIAL SERVICES 
THE LIMES. BAYSHILL ROAD, CHELTENHAM. GL0S 

Other services available 

;* First time buyers ★ 100% Mortgages ★ Capital Raising 

■*2J25j it Second Mortgage ★ Commercial Funds / 

rouSS! Fu// illustrations available on request * 


Judgment day 

BENEATH the chorus of excited political and ecclesiastical com- 
ment on the unprecedented events in Eastern Europe, there may 
be heard a deeper note and it is the note of divine judgment. 

It is a striking fact that the changes that have occurred there 
have not been the product of deep-laid schemes or revolutionary 
skills. They just happened, almost overnight. “Unprecedented” 
did I say? Not quite. 

Babylon, seemingly secure and at ease, relishing its un- 
challenged power, collapsed, according to The Book of Daniel, 
in a single night. They looked for its place and it was no more. 
It had been “weighed in the scales and found wanting”. God 
is not mocked. He judges the impressive political and economic 
structures of the world and finds them wanting. 

We have no cause for complacency or self-congratulation in 
the west. It is God who rules, silently and unseen, in the affairs 
of men, and we all stand under judgment — judgment for our 
careless use of the world’s resources, for our attempts to live 
by bread alone, for our cosy indifference to God’s Law, and 
disregard for his promises. 

In the Hebrew mind Babylon stood for all that was proud, 
prosperous, self-satisfied, and godless. In the end, it would 
perish as if by a secret law of the Medes and Persians, which 
cannot be altered. 

The writing is on the Berlin Wall for nations or civilisations, 
of the east or the west, which persistently ignore the authority 
of God or the welfare of our fellow human beings on earth. 
“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God ... and thymeighbour as 
thyself”. 

This is not just good advice. It is etched in stone, emblazoned 
across the skies, embedded in human consciousness, and we ig- 
nore it at our peril. 

Ask not for whom the bell tolls, as we look across the un- 
familiar landscape of Europe. It tolls for us all. 

Stuart Blanch 

Lord Blanch is a former Archbishop of York and the author of many books. 
He lives near Banbury. 


Typeset and printed by Goodhead Press Ltd, Chaucer International Estate, Bicester. Tel: 0869 253322 



Let there be light 


LIGHT was the theme of Church Urban Fund Week and light 
flooded Coventry Cathdral for the special celebratory service 
led by the Archbishops of Canterbury and York. Each diocese 
sent a delegation and nominated a young person to carry a lighted 
candle. 18-year-old Karen Dean from Claydon Deanery carried 
out Diocese’s candle. 

Thousands of smaller CUF candles were lit in homes all over 
the Diocese during the Week and at Christmas and the organisers 
of the Diocesan Church Urban Fund Appeal hope that many 
more will be lit at Easter. A minimum donation of £1 a candle 
is being asked. 

The Diocesan CUF Appeal officially closes on April 20 but 
the Bishop of Oxford has called Deanery Co-ordinators and 
Parish Promoters to a meeting at Wheatley Park School near 
Oxford on March 17. It is hoped that by then our Diocesan target 
of £1 Vi million, which includes £1 million from the parishes 
and V/i million from central Diocesan funds, will have been 
reached. 

So far the parishes have raised £852,000 with an amazing 
variety of projects leaving just £148,000 to go. “We have been 
marvellously encouraged by the support from the parishes and 
from individuals. Two years is a long time for an appeal and 
often the last bit is the most difficult. All that is needed now 
is a final thrust,” says John Prodger, chairman of the Diocesan 
Appeal. 

For more details about CUF candles contact the CUF Office, 
British Telecom House, Paradise House, Paradise Street, Ox- 
ford. Tel: 0865 791230. 

Photo: Stefano Cagnoni. 


The Willows Hotel 


HOTEL • RESTAURANT • CONFERENCE CENTRE 


WITH EASY ACCESS TO READING AND THE M4, 
THE WILLOWS PROVIDES ITS GUESTS WITH 
SUPERB ACCOMMODATION, AND AN IDEAL BASE 
FROM WHICH TO EXPLORE THE ATTRACTIONS 
OF ROYAL BERKSHIRE. 

ALL ROOMS ARE FULLY EN-SUITE WITH COLOUR 
TV, TROUSER PRESS, TEA/COFFEE MAKING 
FACILITIES AND DIRECT DIAL TELEPHONE 

The A la Carte Restaurant also offers daily Table d’hote 
menus and in the Hotel bat you can enjoy a meal from 
the bar snack and steak menu 

For your information pack on: 

★ CONFERENCE FACILITIES UP TO 160 ★ 

★ REGULAR DINNER DANCE SPECIALS ★ 

★ BUSINESSMAN'S LUNCHEON CLUB ★ 

★ WEDDING RECEPTIONS ★ 

PLEASE CALL \ 

THE WILLOWS 
HOTEL 
BATH ROAD , 
PADWORTH 
Nr READING 
BERKSHIRE 
RG7 5HT 

Tel: 0734 713282 
Fax: 0734 712081 






